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Section 5.1.21 Trench 18 animal bone 
By Priscilla Lange 

 
 C3 Early Medieval 

 

Floor 
18006 

Destruction 
layer 

Robber 

pit 
18007   

Taxon NISP NISP NISP Total % 

Cattle 3 4 6 10 42 

Sheep/Goat  3 4 7 29 

Sheep  [1]  [1]  

Pig   1 1 4 

Horse  1 4 5 21 

Bird   1 1 4 

Total identifiable 3 8 16 24  

% identifiable     33 

      

Large Mammal 2 20 12 32  

Medium Mammal  12 4 16  

Total 

unidentifiable 2 32 16 48  

% unidentifiable     67 

      

Grand Total 5 40 32 72  

Table 5.205 Trench 18 totals. 
 

Third century AD 
 
Mortar floor (18006) 
All five bones were found as part of a mortar floor (18006) (Table 5.205). All could be from 
one cattle individual. Unusually, two are horn cores from the same young bull. The last 
identifiable bone was an adult caudal vertebra which had been trimmed on the right side 
and it also had a chop on mid-body. This could be for the preparation of the ‘ox’ tail as a cut 
of meat. The last two bones were Large Mammal unidentifiable fragments. 
 

 

5.1.98 Possibly Early Medieval 
 

Destruction layer (18001) 
With only eight identifiable bones, the most that can be done is to describe what was found 
(Table 5.205). Two cattle loose adult teeth (a lower premolar 3 and upper molar 1/2) in 
addition to a mandible fragment and a carpal could all be from the same individual. The 
same can be said for the three sheep/goat adult remains: one lower molar 1/2 of a sheep 
plus a scapula and a distal tibia. It is very unusual not to have at least some pig bones but 
none were found in this layer. Instead an adult horse proximal tibia which had been gnawed 
heavily on the articulation was recorded. None are butchered or have pathological problems. 
The large majority of bones from this layer are unidentifiable. 
 
Robber pit [18007], fill (18005) 
Although there are only six cattle bones, there might be two individuals: one young 
(cranium and scapula fragments) and one adult (another cranium fragment, a carpal and a 
fused proximal radius and scapula). Sheep/goat remains are not the majority which is 
unusual (Table 5.205). They are all elements from the head of one individual: a cranium and 
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two upper molars 1/2 and a mandibular row aged 2-3 years, consisting of a premolar 4 and 
molar 1. The one pig element is also cranial, a maxilla fragment with premolar 3 in early 
wear present. None are butchered or have pathological problems. 
 
Horse remains are more common than normal. All are from at least one adult. In contrast to 
the other domestic animals just discused, none are from the cranium. One is a distally fused 
humerus from an individual older than older than 15-18 months. The other three are 
thoracic vertebrae which articulate with each other. Although there are no butchery marks, 
there are pathological changes on all of the vertebrae in the form of osteophytes around the 
body of the vertebrae due to spondylosis deformans (see Fig. 5.35). The ligaments ossify 
due to repetitive injury and strain perhaps due to pulling or riding. 
 
The last bone is that of a bird long bone cylinder, larger than a chicken, but unable to 
identify further. 
 
 

 
Fig. 5.35 Horse vertebrae with steophytes around the body of the vertebrae due to spondylosis 
deformans. 

 
 


