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5.1.18 Trench 15 animal bone 
By Priscilla Lange 

 
 C3   Unphased 

 Layer 

15002 

Layer 

15003   Cut 15005 

Taxon NISP NISP Total % NISP 

Cattle 14 1 15 19  

Sheep/Goat 37 21 58 73 2 

Sheep [1] [3] [4]   

Pig 4 1 5 6  

Horse 1  1 1  

Total identifiable 56 23 79  2 

% identifiable    42  

      

Large Mammal 36 5 41  1 

Medium Mammal 48 16 64  3 

Small Mammal 1  1   

Total 
unidentifiable 85 21 106 

 
4 

% unidentifiable    57  

      

Grand Total 141 44 185  6 

Table 5.197 Trench 15 totals. 

 
Third century AD 
 

Layer (15002)  
Although there are no excellently preserved bones in this layer, most are preserved well with 
only one poorly preserved. A very low 5% are gnawed and only two bones are burnt. A 
fairly standard 10% are butchered. A high percentage (20%) is complete but loose teeth are 
the most common element which are complete. Therefore this layer had undergone pre and 
post-depositional attrition which has rendered most of the bones unidentifiable (see Table 
5.197). 
 
In any case, cattle bones are more common than normal although sheep/goat are still the 
most frequently found bones in this layer. Pig remains are extremely low which is unusual 
for this site. Horse bones are normally quite rare and continue to be so in this layer. 
 
There are no mandibles or loose teeth available for ageing cattle remains (Table 5.198). Ten 
out of the fourteen cattle bones are from adult remains, and very likely the same adult. But 
it is interesting to note that we have another two individuals, one aged newborn and one 
slightly older as the first phalanx is proximally unfused but due to size it is from an individual 
older that newborn. So there are at least three cattle individuals. There are three butchered 
bones: a carpal, a proximal metatarsal, and a distal phalanx. All are related to skinning the 
carcass. There are no pathological problems. 
 
Although there are many loose teeth (Table 5.198), there is only one sheep/goat loose tooth 
(and no mandibles) which can be aged. A lower molar 3 was aged to 4-6 years which is a 
fairly old individual. However, there at least two further adult individuals represented by 
loose lower molars. In addition, due to the somewhat larger size of the bones, a newborn 
individual and a slightly older than newborn individual were also recorded. The only 
pathological sheep/goat problem was a lower molar 1/2 which had plaque deposits and had 
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worn irregularly in what is described as ‘shear mouth’. Three ulnae were butchered to 
separate them from the carcass. One newborn pig ulna also has very fine oblique cut marks, 
in this case perhaps for filleting the meat off the bone. All other pig bones could go with this 
one newborn individual (Table 5.198). The one horse bone is a tibia which has three cut 
marks associated with skinning and it was also chopped to extract the marrow. 
 

Layer (15003) 
Preservation is good as there are no poorly preserved bones. Only one Large Mammal 
unidentifiable bone is burnt and none are gnawed. This sample is dominated by sheep/goat 
to the almost exclusion of cattle and pig which are only represented by one bone each 
(Table 5.197). Almost a quarter (23%) is complete with half of the complete bones being 
loose teeth. There are two mandibles which are from the same old individual aged 6-8 
years. It is very unusual to have both halves of the same mandible. Both mandibles have 
periodontal disease as the gums are receding in all premolar and molar areas. In addition 
there are bilateral abscesses on both mandibles buccally. Interdental attrition can also be 
seen between the lower molar 2 and molar 1 and premolar 4 (which is worn to a stump on 
the right side). Root pearling and plaque deposits are also present. It is one of the worst 
cases of oral pathology encountered at Alfred’s Castle. Another two bones articulate with 
each other, first and second sheep/goat phalanges. Two almost complete sheep metatarsals 
(one right and one left) may also be from the same individual as they are very close in size 
and age but they do not articulate with the phalanges just mentioned (Table 5.198). 
Therefore, this layer, dominated by sheep/goat remains, has at least two sets of bones, and 
perhaps a third set, which articulate and must therefore have had some skin or tendons still 
present which kept the bones together.  
 

Unphased 
 
Cut [15005], Fill (15006) 
The fill of this possible posthole is unphased and only had six bones. One complete 
sheep/goat first phalanx is quite large for the Iron Age and it is possible that it is from the 
Roman period or after. The only other identifiable bone is also another fragment of a 
sheep/goat first phalanx. All other bones are unidentifiable Large Mammal (one) and 
Medium Mammal (three) long bone fragments. 
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 Cattle Sheep/goat Pig Large Mammal 

Medium 

Mammal 

 15002 15003 15002 15003 15002 15003 15002 15003 15002 15003 

Element NISP NISP NISP NISP NISP NISP NISP NISP NISP NISP 

Horn core           

Cranium 1   1   1  1  

Maxilla     1       

Loose 

maxillary 
teeth only 1 

 

8 1  

     

Mandible  1   4   1    

Loose 

mandibular 
teeth only 3 1 8 3 2 

     

Hyoid           

Atlas           

Axis           

Cervical   1        

Thoracic         1  

Lumbar       1  1  

Sacrum           

Caudal           

Vertebra 
Fragments  

 
 

 
 

     

Rib       3  6 3 

Ossified 

cartilage  

 

 

 

 

     

Scapula   2 1   1    

Humerus    1        

Ulna   3  1      

Radius   4        

Carpal 1          

Metacarpal  2  3        

Pelvis   1        

Femur    1        

Patella           

Tibia   1 1  1     

Fibula           

Astragalus           

Calcaneum    2       

Tarsal           

Metatarsal  2  1 3       

Phalanx 1 2  3 1 1      

Phalanx 2 1   2       

Phalanx 3           

Metapodial           

Long bone       25 4 39 13 

Unidentified       4 1   

Total 14 1 37 21 4 1 36 5 48 16 

Table 5.198 Species and body part representation according to NISP for layers (15002) and 
(15003). 
 


