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Section 5.1.17 Trench 14 animal bone 
By Priscilla Lange 
 

 

 ?MIA 

L3-4:  

Destruction layers   

 

Cut 

14013 

Cut 

14015 14006 14011 14012 Total  

Taxon NISP NISP NISP NISP NISP NISP % 

Cattle 1  6 1 8 16 37 

Sheep/Goat  3 9  1 13 30 

Sheep  [1] [2]   [3]  

Pig 1 1 1   3 7 

Horse   3   3 7 

Vole   8   8 19 

Total 

identifiable 2 4 27 1 9 43  

% 

identifiable 

 

 

 

 

 

 54 

        

Large Mammal  1 13 1 11 25  

Medium 

Mammal  5 2  4 11  

Total 
unidentifiable 0 6 15 1 15 37  

% 
unidentifiable 

 
     46 

        

Grand Total 2 10 42 2 24 80  

Table 5.196 Trench 14 totals. 
 

 

 
Possibly Middle Iron Age 
 
Cut/Pit? [14013], Fill (14014) 
Only two identifiable bones from the fill of this cut/possible pit: a cranium fragment from a 
young pig and a cattle pelvis which was sexed as female (Table 5.196). This pelvis also had 
carnivore marks. 
 
Cut/Pit? [14015], Fill (14016) 
All sheep/goat elements could be from the same young individual (aged younger than 2.5-3 
years), represented by a lower molar 1/2 in early wear and by an unfused calcaneum, and 
distal humerus. The last identifiable element is a lower deciduous incisor. The unidentifiable 
bones present are either long bone fragments or ribs (Table 5.196). The ribs do not have 
butchery marks. 
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Late Third or Fourth centuries AD 
 
Destruction layers 
 
Layer (14006) 
A cattle right mandibular row aged at 30-36 months, and a left loose lower molar 3 aged also to 
30-36 months are probably from the same individual. All bones could go with this one individual 
also represented by an unfused calcaneum aged younger than 3-3.5 years which fits with the 
teeth just described. In fact the other cattle elements are a mandible fragment and loose teeth 
which could go with this same individual aged 30-36 months (Table 5.196).  
 
Mandible and upper and lower molars also dominate the sheep/goat sample (6 out of 9) (Table 
5.196). But unlike cattle bones and teeth, none can be aged except as adults with the exception 
of a small scapula which is from a newborn. Another adult sheep scapula has a depression on 
the articular surface of the glenoid which might be the beginning of arthritis but it did not 
develop as the sheep was killed or died. A lower molar 1/2 has uneven wear in which the 
occlusal surface is pointed instead of flat (shear mouth). 
 
Further mandibular elements were recorded for horse, a lower premolar 2 and premolar 3 
which are from the same adult individual. A mandibular fragment (but which does not go with 
the premolars) and a distal metapodial are the only other horse bones from this layer (Table 
5.196). Unusually, horse remains are more frequent that pig and the only pig element is a 
foetal radius. Vole remains are considered intrusive. 
 
So though we have a small sample, almost all ages are represented starting with the foetal pig, 
a sheep/goat newborn, a 30-36 month old cattle, and an adult horse as the minimum number 
of individuals.  
 

Layer (14011) 
The only two bones from this layer are a young cattle third phalanx (see more below) and 
Large Mammal rib (Table 5.196). 
 

Layer (14012) 
Six of the eight cattle bones very likely belong to a young individual aged newborn to a few 
weeks: an occipital condyle, a lumbar, an unfused proximal humerus, an unfused proximal first 
phalanx and two third phalanges. A fourth phalanx should be added from Layer (14011) which 
appears to belong to this same young individual. The last two bones belong to adults: an ulna 
shaft and an almost complete patella. The only other identifiable bone is an ulna shaft of a 
sheep/goat which was chopped to separate it from the rest of the skeleton. The rest of the 
bones are unidentifiable fragments (Table 5.196). There are no pig remains which is very 
unusual. In this layer, skeleton 14, an infant burial, was found, along with another bone from 
another child. 


