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Section 5.1.13 Trenches 7, 8 and 9 animal bone 
By Priscilla Lange 
 
There are only a few bones in these trenches. They will be discussed in trench order and by time 
period and feature.  

 
 Trench 7 Trench 8 Trench 9 

Taxon NISP NISP NISP 

Cattle 1 5 1 

Sheep/Goat  3  

Horse  1  

Total identifiable 1 9 1 

    

Large Mammal  7  

Medium Mammal   1 

Total unidentifiable 0 7 1 

    

Grand Total 1 16 2 

Table 5.179 Species representation according to NISP for animal bones in Trenches 7, 8 and 9. 

 

Trench 7 
 
Possibly Middle Iron Age 
Gully [7003], fill (7002) 
Only one bone recorded: fragment of an adult cattle scapula (Table 5.179). 
 
 
Trench 8 
 
Possibly Late Bronze Age-Early Iron Age 
Linear ditch [8003], fill (8006) 
Only one bone recorded: a Large Mammal adult scapula blade, in many fragments (Table 5.179). 
 
Early Iron Age 
Linear ditch [8008], fill (8004) 
Sixteen bones were recorded. An interesting collection as five cattle bones (humerus, ulna, pelvis, 
femur and metatarsal) are all from the right side and probably from the same individual, aged 
younger than 3.5 years (proximally unfused femur). With the exception of the pelvis, the bones 
are not well preserved, consistent with exposure to the elements for a period of time in a ditch. 
The humerus has cut marks consistent with the removal of this bone from the carcass. The ulna 
had a hole in the area of the articulation with radius (laterally) due to an infection in which this 
hole would let the puss drain (see Fig. 5.30 below). The ulna also has carnivore gnawing in which 
the proximal end of the bone has been gauged out. The metatarsal would have been complete if 
not for the distal articulation which had also been totally gauged out by carnivores. The three 
sheep/goat bones are also badly preserved and comprise of mandible fragment (with no teeth), a 
metacarpal and metatarsal. The final identifiable bone is a poorly preserved lower molar. All other 
unidentifiable bones are Large Mammal: long bones (two), ribs (two), unidentifiable vertebra (one) 
and a cranium fragment (one). 
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Fig. 5.30 Cattle right ulna with hole for draining of puss on lateral side from Linear Ditch [8008], fill (8004). 

Photo by P. Lange. 

 

 

Trench 9 
 
Possibly Middle Iron Age 
Pit [9002], fill (9003) 
Only two bones recorded: one poorly preserved adult cattle molar fragment, and a Medium 
Mammal long bone, better preserved. 


