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Section 5.1.12 Trench 6 animal bone 
By Priscilla Lange 
 
All animal bones found are confined to one ditch [6006] and it’s re-cut [6310].  
 

 

Ditch 6006 

Ditch 

6310  

Time period MIA MIA MIA Medieval + ?ROM  

Fill 6007 6013 6049 6012 

   6307 

+ 6309 Total % 

Taxon NISP NISP NISP NISP NISP NISP  

Cattle 10  2  1 13 25 

Sheep/Goat 6 1 6  6 19 36 

Sheep [3]  [1]   [4]  

Pig 5  1   6 11 

Horse 8     8 15 

Mouse 2     2 4 

Rabbit 4   1+  5+ 9 

Total 
identifiable 35 1 9 1+ 7 53  

% identifiable       65 

        

Large Mammal 8  2   10  

Medium Mammal 13  5   18  

Total 

unidentifiable 21 0 7 0 

 

28  

% 
unidentifiable 

     
 35 

        

Grand Total 56 1 16 1+ 7 81  

Table 5.177 Species representation according to NISP and percentage for fills in Ditch [6006] and 

re-cut Ditch [6310]. 

 

 
Ditch [6006] of Large Enclosure Ditch (Eastern)  
Although the amount of bone from this ditch is quite low, the bones are well preserved with 
no poorly preserved ones recorded which goes against an open ditch scenario. Good 
preservation can also be corroborated by the fact that a fairly high number are identifiable 
(see Table 5.177). This is surprising as 14% have gnaw marks. There are no burnt bones in 
this ditch. Except for the animal burrow full of rabbit bones in fill (6012), all other fills are 
dated to the Middle Iron Age. These fills will be discussed together. 
 
Cattle 
Except for one loose (unshed) deciduous lower premolar 4 with an estimated age of 0-1 
months (see Table 5.178), all other bones could belong to one individual aged older than 7-
10 months (fused acetabulum) and younger than 2-2.5 years as supported by a tibia which 
is proximally and distally unfused. The mandible aged as an adult (see Table 5.178) is 
missing the last cusp/pillar on the lower molar 3. This pathological problem, though rare, is 
largely attested in the Middle Iron Age at Alfred’s Castle. The only butchery mark was on a 
femur head to separate it from the pelvis. 
 
Sheep/goat 
Sheep/goat are still more numerous than cattle but only by one bone (Table 5.177). This is 
one of only a few times where sheep/goat and cattle are almost equal in number at Alfred’s 
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Castle. As with cattle mandibles, there are two which can be aged: one at 2-6 months and 
one at 2-3 years (Table 5.178). Most of the elements present (62%) represent loose teeth 
which indicates that the strongest element in the skeleton has survived pre- and post-
depositional attrition as would be the case in an open ditch. There are no pathological 
problems or butchery marks. 
 
Pig 
Five out of the six pig bones are mandible fragments or loose teeth, indicating that, as with 
sheep/goat remains, the strongest elements have survived being in an open ditch. As with 
cattle and sheep/goat, there are two mandibles which can be aged: one at 2-7 months and 
one at 7-14 months (Table 5.178). On the younger mandible there is interdental attrition 
between the lower deciduous premolar 3 and the lower deciduous premolar 4 which 
indicates a crowded mandibular row due to the shortening of the snout which is a very 
common problem for pigs. There are no other pathological problems or butchery marks. 
 
Horse 
Horse remains, though rare across site, are more common in ditches and in this ditch they 
outnumber pig remains. This is due to one Associated Bone Group (ABG) consisting of an 
adult left radius/ulna, a carpal, a metacarpal and one first phalanx and one second phalanx. 
On Fig. 5.29 below, the bones are labelled as coming from (6017), the bag had (6007). 
From the photo it is clear that, although the bones belong to one horse fore-leg, they are 
not in precise anatomical position and the third phalanx is missing. The bones could have 
been deposited disarticulated. The radius has a cut mark to dismember it either from the 
humerus (which is not present) or from the metacarpal (which is). One other agent of 
disarticulation could be dogs as the ulna head has been gauged out by carnivore gnawing. 
So the scenario is that the left horse fore-leg was deposited in the open ditch in an advance 
state of decomposition. Dog had access to the bones and moved them around and that was 
how they were found when excavated. The other possibility is that the fore-leg was 
dismembered from the carcass and was laying around the site, was then gnawed by dogs 
and then the leg, probably already disarticulated, was deposited in the ditch. This would 
account for the loss of the third phalanx. 
 
The two other horse elements found were an unshed upper deciduous premolar with a 
cavity and a tibia fragment.  
 

 
Fig. 5.29 Horse ABG from Ditch [6006]. Photo by S. Raven. 
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Other animals 
There are some rabbit bones in (6007) but the majority are in the animal burrow recorded 
as (6012) (see Table 5.177). The remains in (6007) are part of the complete adult skeleton 
in (6012). Although there is a possibility of rabbit bones in the Roman period, the remains in 
(6007) are in a Middle Iron Age fill, which is not possible as rabbits had not been brought 
into the Britain yet. Therefore this one rabbit must be considered an intrusive species in this 
ditch. Mice, on the other hand, are part of the Iron Age fauna. In this case, the remains 
appear very modern and are also considered intrusive here. 
 
 

Taxon Element/Side dp4 P4 M1 M2 M3 MWS Age Bone no. Fill 

Cattle Tooth/L a     1 0-1 mos. AC15231 6007 

Cattle Mandible/R  c l k g 43 Adult AC15221 6007 

           

Sheep Tooth/L f  [E?] [C?]  4 2-6 mos. AC15238 6007 

Sheep Tooth row/L     d 32 2-3 years AC15237 6007 

           

Pig Tooth/R e     2 2-7 mos. AC15242 6007 

Pig Mandible/R   b U C 14 7-14 mos. AC15241 6007 

Table 5.178 Cattle, sheep and pig toothwear, after Grant (1982) and Hambleton (1999), for fills in 
Ditch [6006]. 

 
 

Ditch [6310], re-cut of ditch [6006] of Large Enclosure Ditch (Eastern) 
Two fills (6307 and 6309) of ditch [6310] are part of the re-cut of ditch [6006] dating to 
sometime in the Roman period. Although unidentifiable bones were present, they were not 
recorded (Table 5.177). In any case, sheep/goat are more common that cattle. Except for 
one gnawed sheep/goat tibia cylinder, all other bones are cranial elements, including a 
cattle mandible fragment. 


