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Section 4.2 The Romano-British pottery 

By Kayt Brown and Paul Booth 

 

4.2.6 Description of the assemblage by trench 

Non-villa trenches 

A significant proportion of the Romano-British pottery from Trench 1 was present within the 

upper fills of Middle Iron Age ditch [1004]. Other features phased to the Middle Iron Age but 

containing Romano-British pottery comprise pits [1034] and [1050], and possible posthole 

[1042]. Fifteen sherds were also recovered from upper fill of possibly Late Bronze Age ditch 

[1044]. The date range of these sherds is predominantly late 1st – 2nd centuries AD. 

 

Within Trench 3, 13 sherds were recovered from Middle Iron Age ditch [3516] (contexts 

3509, 3511, 3519, 3520, 3528). Although the sherds from (3509) and (3520) are very 

fragmentary (weighing an average of 1g and 5g respectively), sherds from the remaining 

fills are in reasonable condition, with a number of diagnostic rims. These include bead-rim 

jars in Savernake-type and other grog tempered fabrics and necked jar rims. There are also 

a small number of reduced sandy and oxidised ware sherds. This material is of late 1st to 2nd 

centuries AD date. Small quantities of pottery were also found in layers (3507, 3512), top- 

and sub-soil layers (3000, 3002, 3500, 3502), and tree throw holes [3510, 3522, 3524]. 

 

Sherds from Trench 5 were in a poor condition, with an average weight of 7g. Reduced 

sandy wares and Savernake-type grog-tempered wares dominate. A small quantity of black-

burnished ware was recovered from structure [5014]. Samian ware, including a sherd with 

evidence of repair, was recovered from the topsoil and tree throw [5155]. Sherds from 

Middle Iron Age pit [5022] were all particularly small. Layer (5076), structures [5015, 5026, 

5029], pits [5119, 5152], tree throw [5073] and hearth [5025] also contained Romano-

British sherds. 

 

Small fragments of reduced sandy ware and samian ware were recovered from the topsoil, 

and a single flint-tempered sherd represented the only Romano-British pottery from ditch 

[6310] in Trench 6. A small flake of samian ware was also retrieved from Middle Iron Age 

ditch [6006]. Only one sand-tempered body sherd of unknown date was found in Trench 8. 

Most of the Trench 12 assemblage derives from topsoil (950 sherds, 5,673g), layer (12006) 

and destruction layers (12014, 12017, 12020), associated with the villa building (246 sherds, 
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1,888g). Twenty-nine sherds from pit [12024] comprised sandy, flint and grog-tempered 

sherds, including a Savernake-type bead rim jar, indicative of an Early Romano-British date. 

 

Over 400 sherds were recovered from the topsoil in the Trench 15, with layers (15002, 

15003) accounting for the remaining sherds. All were badly abraded and of mixed date. 

Material from stratified contexts within these trenches was fully recorded, and quantification 

of these sherds by trench is presented in Table 4.6, page 95. Quantification by context type 

is presented in Table 4.39.  Following initial spot-dating, consultation with the project team 

determined that pottery recovered from the topsoil (2,703 sherds, 22,842g) would only be 

subjected to a basic quantification by context and visual scan. 

 

Context type Count % Weight (g) % 

Destruction layer 3,092 30.77 48,519 43.45 

Layer 2,307 22.96 20,951 18.76 

Pit fill 471 4.69 4,593 4.11 

Posthole fill 14 0.14 119 0.11 

Cut fill 117 1.16 1,160 1.04 

Wall 43 0.43 515 0.46 

Structure 114 1.13 686 0.61 

Wall foundation 2 0.02 42 0.04 

Foundation trench 74 0.74 825 0.74 

Grave fill 7 0.07 17 0.02 

Unassigned 4 0.04 14 0.01 

Surface 939 9.34 8,711 7.80 

Topsoil 2,858 28.44 25,448 22.79 

Tree throw hole 2 0.02 5 0.00 

Other natural feature 6 0.06 67 0.06 

Total 10,050 100.00 111,672 100.00 

Table 4.39 Quantification of Romano-British pottery by context type. 

 

Villa trenches 

Overall, small, abraded, residual prehistoric sherds in a variety of flint- or sand-tempered 

wares were prevalent within the Romano-British layers, reflecting the presence in these 

areas of earlier, prehistoric activity (see Table 4.7, page 96). Diagnostic sherds were rare, 

principally small rim fragments of probable later prehistoric date. Small quantities of grog- 

and shell-tempered fabrics likely to date to the mid-late 1st century were also noted as 

residual finds. There was a concentration of this material in Trenches 2 and 11 but it was 

not possible to identify distinct groups of this date. A grog-tempered bead rim jar fragment 

from surface layer (11029) is likely to be late 1st – 2nd centuries AD in date, although the 

remaining sherds from this context are later in date. 
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Trench 2 produced by far the largest quantity of pottery (Table 4.8, page 97); although the 

provenance of the material, deriving principally from layers containing sherds of mixed date, 

meant that the presence of residual material masked patterns of deposition or distribution 

within these deposits. Consequently there were limitations in using the assemblage to 

understand the development and use of the villa, although some general trends could be 

observed (see discussion below).  

 

Dating evidence for the construction of the building was confined to a small number of 

sherds from the fills of construction trenches [2031, 2076, 2122]. Trench [2031] contained 

residual Iron Age pottery and a range of Early Romano-British sand-, flint- and grog-

tempered sherds. Diagnostic sherds were few, comprising a bead rim jar, a necked jar 

(Young 1977 type R24) and a plain rimmed bowl, but the latter sherd in particular would 

suggest that this part of the building was not constructed prior to the late 2nd century AD. 

Four grey-ware body sherds and six black-burnished ware sherds, including an everted rim 

jar fragment which would not have reached the site before the late 2nd century at the 

earliest, were found in construction cut [2076]. Construction cut [2122] also contained sand-

, shell- and grog-tempered body sherds which may be late 1st to 2nd centuries AD in date, 

although the low average sherd weight of 7g would suggest they are likely to be residual 

finds. A single grey-ware body sherd and a second grey-ware and flint-tempered sherd were 

recorded from internal walls [2008] and [2009] respectively. Forty sherds, including a late 

2nd to 3rd centuries AD black-burnished ware jar rim, were recorded from external wall 

[2018]. A further 113 sherds were recorded from structure [11012]; including a 3rd century 

AD Oxfordshire mortarium and Oxfordshire colour-coated body sherds. 

 

Small groups of sherds were also retrieved from thirteen pits within the building. Pottery 

from pits [2101, 2189, 17001] could only be assigned a broad 1st to 4th centuries AD date, 

although both pits [2080] and [2143] contained forms indicative of the mid - late 2nd century 

AD. All the sherds from pit [2143] were from the upper fill (2144) of this complex feature. 

Third century material, principally black-burnished wares and Oxford colour-coated wares, 

was identified within pits [2033, 2035, 2276, 13015, 18002, 18007, 19007].  

 

The possibility that there were differences in assemblage composition between the different 

rooms was investigated by comparing the material from destruction layers within each room 

(Table 4.26). Room 2 is notable for a larger concentration of Oxford colour-coated wares 

and white-wares, whilst in Room 1 it is the grog-tempered coarseware storage jars which 
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are particularly well represented. Whether these differences are a true reflection of the 

range of activities undertaken in specific rooms, or a consequence of particular dumping 

episodes, is uncertain.  

 

Ware Group Room 1 Room 2 Room 3 Room 4 Outside 

Fine and specialist wares 
E120 1 9  2 2 

E170 25 48 5 5 2 

E173  3  1  

E209   1 2  

E210  1  1  

E211 1   2  

E301  2  2 2 

E307  7 33 1  

Q110 13 40 22 25 11 

Q111    5  

Q112  2    

Q120  7  1 1 

Q121  1    

Sub-total 41 122 64 51 18 
Coarsewares 
C100     4 

E101 112 167 82 77 9 

E155  76  112 126 

F100  1  3 7 

F99  8  3 4 

G100 169 37 26 44 102 

G101 224 10 5 10 1 

G102 6  13 37 16 

G103     1 

Q100 139 682 254 270 146 

Q101 12 26 1  1 

Q102 3     

Q103 2  42 4  

Q99 20 30 89 106 350 

S100 38 83 128 144 284 

Z100     127 

Sub-total  725 1,120 640 810 1,178 
Total 765 1,240 673 857 1,196 

Table 4.40 Romano-British wares from destruction layers within individual villa rooms. 

 

A large number of storage jar sherds found in destruction layer (19003), located in the 

south east corner of Room 1 (Trench 19), included a slightly everted and thickened rim 

(diameter of c. 400mm) and a base sherd with abraded wear around the circumference, 

indicating that this vessel was repeatedly tipped to access its contents. A further body sherd 

had a post-firing perforation indicative of a staple or thong repair, again suggesting 

repeated use of such vessels. Other sherds from this deposit are clearly Late Romano-British 

in date, comprising black-burnished ware (including a drop-flanged bowl and a jar base, also 
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with evidence of use/tipping around its circumference, and wiped body sherds), at least two 

Oxfordshire colour-coated ware bowls and a jar, as well as a New Forest beaker (Fulford 

1975, Type 44). Oxfordshire white- and colour-coated ware mortarium and bowl sherds 

were also found in pit [19006] in Room 1, indicating a late 3rd – 4th centuries AD date for the 

filling of this feature. Hearth [2001], again located within Room 1, contained 30 sherds of 

pottery, primarily coarseware body sherds, but also a mid-3rd century AD body sherd of 

Oxfordshire colour-coated mortarium and seven sherds of a black-burnished ware everted 

rim cooking jar. The implication from the ceramic evidence is that Room 1 may indeed have 

functioned as an area for food processing and storage.  

 

Four sand- and three shell-tempered sherds were found within the fill of grave [2075] and 

could be of either Late Iron Age or Romano-British date. 
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