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Section 3.4.9 Trench 9 physical description by context 

 

Trench 9, 2m wide by 15m in length, was excavated in 2000. It lay to the north east of the 

hillfort and was cut to the west of the present north – south field boundary, opposite trench 

20f on the eastern side of the fence line. The only feature recorded and excavated in the 

trench was pit [9002]. All artefacts found in the trench were associated with a single pit 

fill (9003), the upper fill of this pit. 

 

Context Number Type Description Fill of Phase 

9000 layer topsoil 

 

MODERN 

9001 layer bedrock 
 

UN 

9002 cut pit 

 

?MIA 

9003 fill 

 

9002 ?MIA 

9004 fill 
 

9002 ?MIA 

9005 fill 

 

9002 ?MIA 

9006 fill 
 

9002 ?MIA 

 

Field drawings within the site archive: 

Plan 900:  (9001) and [9002]  

Section 9.01:  (9001), [9002], (9003), (9005) and (9006) 

 

TOPSOIL 

The topsoil was designated as layer (9000).  

NATURAL 

The chalk bedrock was identified as layer (9001). 

CUTS 

Cut [9002] (plan 900, section 9.01) was a circular pit approximately 1.22m in diameter 

which was cut into the natural layer (9001) to a maximum depth of approximately 0.55m 

and was overlain by the topsoil layer (9000). The base of the pit sloped at a shallow angle 

towards the centre of the feature. The sides of the pit curved outwards and undercut the 

top edge of the pit from a sharp break at the top edge. The pit was half-sectioned and four 

fill layers were noted. Fill (9003), the upper fill in the pit, was a firm, mid-yellowish brown 

silty clay with 5% 3-30mm chalk inclusions. Five sarsen stones had been placed in the 

centre of the pit; four of the sarsens were sub-angular, 15-30cm in size and the fifth was 

rounded, c. 40cm in diameter.  A distinct 26 x 30cm lens of fairly firm yellowish light brown 

silty clay with 15% chalk inclusions, 3-5mm in size, was designated as fill (9004), was 

encountered within fill (9003). The primary and secondary pit fills, (9006) and (9005) 

respectively, appeared to have been natural rather than anthropogenic in origin, as both fills 

formed circular deposits around the perimeter of the base of the pit. The primary fill, layer 

(9006) was composed of decayed bedrock forming light greyish-white silty clay with 80% 

angular chalk inclusions 5-30cms in size forming a sloping deposit with a maximum of 10-



2 
 

20cm in depth extending 10-24cm from the pit wall. The secondary fill, (9005) overlay fill 

(9006), and had the same composition as fill (9004). This fill also sloped from the pit wall 

towards the centre of the pit, with a depth up to 15cm for a maximum of 55cm from the pit 

wall, suggesting an in-wash of soil to the pit. These natural fills suggest the pit was unused 

for a period after it was created. 


