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Section 3.4.7 Trench 7 physical description by context 

 

Trench 7 was excavated in 1999. It ran north to south and was located north and west of 

the hillfort and was placed so as to investigate an anomalous linear feature within a field 

system which had been identified from aerial photographs. After mechanical removal of the 

topsoil, it was clear that this linear feature was a natural fissure in the bedrock and only a 

cursory recording of visible features in the trench was undertaken. The descriptions of 

contexts 7002 - 7010 inclusive comes from the context checklist and phasing table shown 

above rather than from individual context sheets.  

 

Context Number Type Description Fill of Phase 

7000 layer topsoil 

 

MODERN 

7001 layer bedrock 

 

UN 

7002 fill  7003 ?MIA 

7003 cut gully 

 

?MIA 

7004 fill 
 

7005 UN 

7005 cut ditch 

 

UN 

7006 fill 
 

7007 UN 

7007 cut pit 

 

UN 

7008 layer 

  

UN 

7009 fill 
 

7015 UN 

7010 fill 

 

7015 UN 

7011 cut ?posthole 
 

UN 

7012 fill 

 

7011 UN 

7013 cut pit 

 

UN 

7014 fill  7013 UN 

7015 cut other natural feature  UN 

 

There are no plan or section drawings for trench 7.  

TOPSOIL 

The topsoil was designated as layer (7000).  

NATURAL 

The bedrock was identified as layer (7001). 

CUTS 

Cut [7003] was a linear gully in the south end of the trench. The fill of this feature, 

(7002) yielded the only artefacts found in the trench, a single 15gm sherd of prehistoric 

pottery and a single cow bone.  

Cut [7005] was a ditch in the south end of the trench. Fill (7004) was the single fill of 

this ditch. 

Cut [7007] was an irregularly-shaped possible pit to the north of cut [7003]. Fill (7006) 

was the single fill of this pit.  



2 
 

Cut [7011] was a possible posthole below the topsoil (7000) with an upper fill identified 

as fill (7012). The feature may have been cut into the bedrock layer (7001). 

Cut [7013] was another possible pit, also below the topsoil (7000), with its upper fill 

assigned context (7014). 

Cut [7015] was a large, natural depression in the north end of the trench that cut into the 

bedrock, layer (7001). Fills (7009) and (7010) were in this feature. 

 


