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Section 3.4.3 Trenches 3A and 3B physical description by context 

Two trenches were excavated to the east of the rampart to investigate an area which 

appeared to include a faint linear earthwork that ran towards the south-eastern portion of 

the hillfort connecting it with a large enclosure in an adjacent field to the north known 

primarily from aerial photographs. Trench 3A, the more northerly of the two, was 24m x 3m, 

and trench 3B was 30m x 2m in size. Unlike the area within the hillfort, this area showed 

evidence of prior ploughing. Context numbers 3000-3005 were used in trench 3A and 3500-

3534 in trench 3B.  

 

Context Number Type Description Fill of Phase 

3000 layer topsoil   MODERN 

3001 layer bank   UN 

3002 layer     ROM+ 

3003 layer bedrock   UN 

3004 structure 

 

  UN 

3005 cut irregular hollow    UN 

3500 layer topsoil   MODERN 

3501 layer     MIA 

3502 layer     ROM 

3503 cut other natural feature   ROM+ 

3504 layer 
 

  UN 

3505 cut other natural feature   UN 

3506 fill 

 

3505 UN 

3507 layer   

 

L1-2 

3508 layer   
 

ROM 

3509 fill   3516 ROM+ 

3510 fill   3521 ROM 

3511 fill 

 

3516 L1-2 

3512 layer ?bank material 
 

ROM+ 

3513 structure 

  

ROM 

3514 cut other natural feature 

 

UN 

3515 fill 

 

3514 UN 

3516 cut ditch 
 

MIA 

3517 structure 

  

ROM 

3518 structure bank 

 

ROM 

3519 fill  3516 ROM+ 

3520 fill  3516 L1-2 

3521 cut irregular hollow  
 

L1-2 

3522 fill 

 

3521 L1-2 

3523 cut other natural feature 

 

ROM+ 

3524 fill 
 

3523 ROM+ 

3525 cut irregular hollow  
 

ROM 

3526 fill 

 

3525 ROM 

3527 layer bedrock 

 

UN 

3528 fill   3516 ROM+ 

3529 cut ?stakehole 
 

?MIA 

3530 fill 

 

3529 ?MIA 

3531 cut other natural feature 

 

UN 

3532 fill 
 

3516 MIA 

3533 fill   3516 MIA 

3534 structure ploughed-out bank  ROM 
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Field drawings within the site archive: 

Plans: 

Trench 3A 

300:  [3004], [3005] 

301:  (3003), [3005]  

Trench 3B 

350:  (3511), [3516]  

351:  (3507), (3510), [3513], [3534]  

352:  (3502), (3508), [3517], [3518], [3534] 

353:  [3516], [3523], (3524) 

354:  [3521] 

 

Section drawings: 

3A.1:  (3002), (3003) 

3B.1:  (3500), (3501), (3502) [3525], (3526) 

3B.2:  [3523], (3524) 

3B.3:  [3521] 

3B.4:  (3500), (3509), [3516], (3519), (3520), (3528), (3532), (3533) 

 

TRENCH 3A 

TOPSOIL 

Layer (3000) (No drawings) was composed of 11-12cm deep friable, dark greyish brown 

clay loam with numerous 1-5cm chalk inclusions and occasional flint nodules which had been 

removed by trowel. No small finds came from this layer. A small amount of pottery, 

including 3 sherds, with a total weight of 8gm, of prehistoric pottery and 16 sherds, 77gm, 

of Romano-British pottery, were recovered in this layer. Animal bone was recovered from 

the topsoil but was not examined. 

 

NATURAL 

Layer (3003) (plans 301, section 3A.1) was the chalk bedrock present throughout trench 

3A.  

 

STRUCTURE 

Structure [3004] (plan 300, no section) was composed of 17 unfinished, unbonded sarsen 

stones, 10-45cm in diameter, grouped into two main clusters.  The south-eastern cluster 

contained 6 stones separated by gaps of 0-3cm. The 11 stone grouping was more widely 

scattered, with gaps up to 35cm between stones. Both groups were on the western side of 

cut [3005]. No artefacts were recovered in this feature. This was interpreted as a possible 

support for the collapsed bank on the eastern edge of the trench.   

 

CUT 



3 
 

Cut [3005] (plans 300 and 301, no section) an irregular feature 80cm in length and 

varying from 25-40cm in width, cut the bedrock layer (3003). No artefacts were recovered 

from this feature. The cut was interpreted as a probable irregular hollow 

LAYERS 

Layer (3001) (no drawings) had a maximum thickness of 9cm and was made up of a 

compact mid-orangish brown clay with 5-20cm sarsen stone inclusions and occasional flints. 

The layer was visible from the eastern edge of the trench for a distance of 9-10m 

westwards. This was described as a layer of possible artificial bank material intended to 

enhance a natural undulation in the bedrock, though the lack of datable artefacts in the 

layer makes this highly speculative. 

 

Layer (3002) (plan 300, section 3A.1) consisted of a compact light brown clay matrix with 

evenly distributed 1-10cm chalk inclusions, probably a mixture of soil and shattered bedrock. 

The only pottery in the context consisted of 8 sherds, 69gm, of Romano-British date. The 15 

animal bones in the layer came from domestic mammals. This was interpreted as a natural 

soil layer visible throughout the trench. 

 

TRENCH 3B 

TOPSOIL 

Layer (3500) (no plan, section 3B.4) was described as being composed of mid-brown loam 

with tiny chalk flecks throughout. The thickness of the layer varied from 13-22cm.  

Occasional pieces of sarsen were present. Two metal artefacts were recovered from the 

topsoil. SF 36, a perforated crescent of iron, was interpreted as possibly being a fragment of 

an undated horseshoe, while the other small find in the layer, SF 19, was an undated iron 

nail.  The pottery assemblage recovered from the layer included 4 Romano-British sherds, 1 

medieval sherd and 1 modern sherd from a flower pot, with the total assemblage only 

weighing 49gm.  

 

NATURAL 

Layer (3527) (no drawings) was composed of a layer of chalk, as was seen in trench 3A. 

 

 

STRUCTURES 

Structure [3513] (plan 351, no section) a “u” shaped setting of five sarsens within a 

larger grouping of stones. Layer (3510), a dark brown friable clay/loam with few small 

inclusions surrounded and lay beneath this feature on the western side of bank [3534]. 5 

sherds, 20gm, of prehistoric pottery and 21 sherds, 157gm, of Romano-British pottery and 

17 domestic animal bones came from this layer. The possibility that layer (3510) was the 

same as layer (3507) (discussed below) was an unresolved question proposed by the 

excavator. This feature was described as possibly representing a hearth, however, the lack 

of an obvious ash or charcoal deposit in the feature and an absence of accompanying 
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pottery and/or animal bones leaves open the possibility that the arrangement was the result 

of ploughing. It is possible that the feature related to medieval reuse of the stones. 

 

Structure [3517] (plan 352, no section) was a collection of unbonded sarsens, 60 x 90cm 

in total spread, composed of individual stones between 12-33cm in size. Located at the top 

of bank [3534], no artefacts were recovered from this feature. The feature may have been 

associated with medieval reuse of the stones as suggested for structure [3513], may have 

been a dump of the stones or simply been a natural feature. 

 

Structure [3518] (plan 352, no section) was an 0.43m wide irregular grouping of angular 

sarsen stones with an average stone size of 8 x 10 x 17cm running north-south across the 

trench approximately 9.3m from the eastern trench edge. No artefacts were associated with 

this feature. 

This feature may have been a revetment for bank [3534], partially destroyed by later 

ploughing. 

Structure [3534] (plans 351, 352) a ploughed-out bank, composed largely of clay, 

overlain with natural clay and flint layer (3508). The line of sarsen stones [3518] may 

represent a partially-destroyed revetment for this bank on its eastern side. Exact width of 

feature unknown, but the potential bank spread extends for about 3m and runs in a north to 

south direction. This feature seemed to be on an alignment with the line of a large, possibly 

Bronze Age, enclosure seen in the field to the north.  

 

CUTS 

Cut [3503] (no drawings) held friable dark brown grey plough soil, layer (3504).  No 

artefacts were associated with this fill. A natural cut possibly resulting from the removal of a 

buried sarsen stone by ploughing which was filled with plough soil. 

 

Cuts [3505] and [3514] (no drawings) layer (3506) was a greyish soil with numerous 

root fibres filling feature [3505] but containing no artefacts. A fragment of human skull 

was found in layer (3515), the fill of depression [3514] although no other artefacts were 

associated with this feature.  

These features were found to be natural depressions rather than anthropogenic cuts. 

Cut [3516] (no plan, section 3B.4) was cut 3m deep into the chalk bedrock and was 

partially visible in the western end of trench 3B. The ditch had fairly steep sides leading to a 

flat base only 40cm wide. The top width of the ditch would have approximated 5.2m if the 

unexcavated side mirrored the slope of the visible side, though only 3.4m of the ditch top 

were actually visible in section. Five fills were recorded:  layers (3511) = (3520), 

(3519), (3528), (3532) and (3533). Layer (3519) was overlain by (3509) and 

resembled it physically but was distinguished by having fewer chalk fragments. The 112 

sherds of Romano-British pottery with a total weight of 1,328gm found in this layer dated 

from the 2nd Century or later. The assemblage of 71 animal bones found there included 3 

dog bones and 2 hare bones. Moving downwards, the next layer in the centre of the ditch 

was (3528), a lens of dark brown loam with 90% inclusions of sarsen and chalk pieces 5-
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15cm in size having a maximum exposed thickness of 45cm, possibly representing rampart 

tumble. 12 sherds of late 1st-2nd century Romano-British pottery, with a total weight of 177g, 

was present in the layer. Only 15 animal bones came from the layer, although 1 was from a 

domestic rabbit, an anomaly given the Romano-British pottery, though perhaps there was 

an unrecorded later burrow which might have accounted for its presence. Layer 

(3511)=(3520) was overlain by layers (3519) and (3528). The layer had a maximum 

thickness of 1.57m and was composed of orange-brown clay with chalk flecks that became 

more numerous with depth.  The occasional sarsens found scattered throughout the depth 

of the fill were thought to have fallen from the rampart. Although not noted as such at the 

time, the shape of this layer, with a bottom width of only 10cm, and its relationship to lower 

layers (3532) and (3533) as shown on Section 3B.4 suggest the possibly of it being the 

basal fill of a recut of ditch [3516]. 3 sherds, 55gm, of Iron Age pottery and 104 sherds, 

1,045gm, of Romano-British pottery were present in the layer along with 33 domestic animal 

bones and an adult human skull fragment. Layer (3532), the secondary fill of ditch 

[3516], was cut by the undesignated cut filled by layer (3511) = (3520).  Layer 

(3532) was composed of the same orange-brown clay as (3511) = (3520) though 

differentiated by the presence of large pieces of sarsen (0.75-1m in size), some of which 

were burnt, charcoal flecks and burnt bone inclusions. The layer was interpreted as ditch fill 

composed of rampart destruction material deliberately pushed down into the partially filled 

ditch. A small quantity of prehistoric pottery – 6 sherds with a total weight of only 27gm – 

was recovered along with 7 animal bones. The primary fill of ditch [3516], layer (3533), 

was cut by the undesignated cut holding layers (3511) = (3520) and overlain by layer 

(3532). This layer was composed of chalk rubble with minimal clay wash. The maximum 

remaining depth of this layer was 130cm. Artefacts from this layer were limited to 3 sherds, 

65gm, of Early to Middle Iron Age pottery. Cut [3516] was the cut of the main hillfort 

rampart ditch. 

Cut [3521] (plan 354, section 3B.3) was an irregular ovoid pit, 198 x 83cm, 29cm deep 

with a relatively flat bottom. The sole fill of the pit is layer (3522), a compact dark soil 

with small pieces of chalk rubble. Charcoal, burnt bone and burnt pottery were noted in this 

layer, with the charcoal most concentrated at the centre of the feature. Two worked bone 

small finds, SF 593, a gouge or point and SF 594, a needle, came from this layer.  81 sherds 

of prehistoric pottery with a total weight of 603gm, including 15 sherds from a single type 

BB1 bowl, and 61 sherds, 598gm, of Romano-British pottery came from this layer along with 

141 animal bones. This cut was thought to be an irregular hollow used as a pit. 

 

Cut [3523] (plan 353, section 3B.2) was a nearly circular cut 32cm across and 25cm deep 

cutting layer (3511) = (3520) in feature [3516]. A single sherd of Romano-British 

pottery weighing 2gm was the only artefact found in the single fill of the feature, layer 

(3524), a compact mid-greyish brown clay loam with 10% chalk inclusions. Despite its 

regular shape, the feature was interpreted as being the result of animal disturbance.  

 

Cut [3525] (no plan, section 3B.1) was filled by layer (3526), an artefact-free deposit of 

clay and flints. This was a probable irregular hollow hole of natural origin. 
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Cut [3529] (No drawings) was a v-shaped hole, 8-9cm in diameter and 15cm deep in the 

side of ditch [3516] filled with the fine loamy dark soil of layer (3530) which contained no 

artefacts. Thought to be a possible stakehole before excavation, the interpretation was 

revised to this being a natural feature. 

 

Cut [3531] (No drawings) a slot in the chalk bedrock at the edge of ditch cut [3516]. A 

natural feature; no fill number was assigned to the material within this slot.  

 

LAYERS 

Layer (3501) (no drawings) was composed of shattered chalk bedrock pieces up to 7-

10cm in size and was visible throughout the trench to varying depths. This layer overlaid the 

bedrock, layer (3527), and was overlain by layers (3502) and (3509). A single sherd of 

prehistoric pottery weighing 9gm was recovered in this layer along with 4 bones from 

domestic animals. This was considered to be a layer of redeposited natural material. 

Layer (3502) (plan 352, section 3B.1) was a plough-disturbed light brown clay with chalk 

and flint inclusions visible in the eastern portion of the trench. The layer varied in thickness 

from 8cm at its western edge to 15cm at the east end of the trench.  One sherd of Romano-

British pottery with a total weight of three gm and five domestic animal bones came from 

this layer. This was a layer of natural clay with a flint patch on bank [3534] and extending 

to the east of this feature (see feature [3517] above).   

Layer (3507) (plan 351, no section) was a dark brown friable stone free subsoil 10-15cm 

thick visible above feature [3521] although not a fill of this feature. Small finds in this 

layer consisted of SF 14, a Roman iron nail and SF 592, a modern unused lead rifle bullet. 

46 sherds, 152gm, of heavily abraded Romano-British pottery and 34 domestic animal bones 

were recovered in the layer. This may be the same as layer (3510) discussed above in the 

feature [3513] commentary. 

Layer (3508) (plan 352, no section) a natural clay and flint layer on the bank, was overlain 

by the topsoil and overlaid layer (3501). Artefacts in the layer included 9 sherds, 90gm, of 

Romano-British pottery, 0.07kg of ceramic tile and a single large mammal bone. This layer 

may have been a variation of layer (3502).  

 

Layer (3512) (no drawings) was a 0.16m thick layer of friable mid-reddish brown clay 

loam with chalk flecks and occasional small flint pieces up to 1cm in size extending for a 

distance of 6m and rising up the bank. 11 small sherds of Romano-British pottery with a 

total weight of only 38gm and 7 animal bones were excavated from this layer. The layer was 

interpreted as representing possible bank material that had been spread by ploughing. 

 

  

 

 


