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Section 3.4.2 Trench 2 physical description by context 

Measuring 10m x 10m, Trench 2 was located near the centre of the site. Investigations 

during the first year of excavation (1998) revealed a Romano-British villa with underlying 

Iron Age features and that these investigations continued in 1999 when the excavation of 

Trench 2 was completed. Note that further investigations of the villa was carried out in 2000 

through excavations in Area B which revealed the complete plan of the villa (see below). 

 

Context Number Type Description Fill of Phase 

2000 layer topsoil  MODERN 

2001 structure   ?ROM 

2002 layer   ?ROM 

2003 structure wall  L1-2 

2004 layer    C3-C5 

2005 structure wall  L1-2 

2006 layer destruction layer  ?EARLY MEDIEVAL 

2007 layer surface  C3 

2008 structure wall  C3 

2009 structure wall  L1-2 

2010 layer loose stones  ?EARLY MEDIEVAL 

2011 layer destruction layer  EARLY MEDIEVAL 

2012 layer destruction layer  EARLY MEDIEVAL 

2013 layer destruction layer  EARLY MEDIEVAL 

2014 layer surface  C3 

2015 layer destruction layer  C3 

2016 layer destruction layer  ?EARLY MEDIEVAL 

2017 layer destruction layer  EARLY MEDIEVAL 

2018 structure wall  C3 

2019 layer    ?EARLY MEDIEVAL 

2020 layer destruction layer  C3 

2021 layer    EARLY MEDIEVAL 

2022 layer destruction layer  EARLY MEDIEVAL 

2023 layer destruction layer  C3 

2024 layer    C3 

2025 layer    L1-2 

2026 layer natural  UN 

2027 layer    L1-2 

2028 layer destruction layer  C3 

2029 fill   2122 L1-2 

2030 fill  2031 L1-2 

2031 cut foundation trench  L1-2 

2032 layer    EARLY MEDIEVAL 

2033 cut pit  C3 

2034 fill  2033 C3 

2035 cut pit  C3 

2036 fill  2035 C3 

2037 layer surface  C3 

2038 fill  2033 C3 
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2039 layer    C3 

2040 cut other natural feature  UN 

2041 fill  2040 L1-2 

2042 cut other natural feature  UN 

2043 fill  2042 C3 

2044 layer   ?EARLY MEDIEVAL 

2045 fill  2033 C3 

2046 fill  2058 C3 

2047 cut ?posthole  C3 

2048 fill  2047 C3 

2049 layer    C3 

2050 layer    C3 

2051 cut other natural feature  UN 

2052 fill   C3 

2053 layer surface  C3 

2054 layer    C3 

2055 cut stakehole  ?MIA 

2056 fill  2055 ?MIA 

2057 fill  2058 C3 

2058 cut ?posthole  C3 

2059 layer    C3 

2060 layer    C3 

2061-2069  numbers not used   

2070 layer    C3 

2071 cut ?posthole  C3 

2072 fill  2071 C3 

2073 layer    ?EARLY MEDIEVAL 

2074 cut burial  ?ROM 

2075 fill  2074 ?ROM 

2076 cut foundation trench  C3 

2077 fill  2076 C3 

2078 layer    C3 

2079 layer    C3 

2080 cut pit  L1-2 

2081 fill  2080 L1-2 

2082 layer   L1-2 

2083 fill  2080 L1-2 

2084 fill  2080 L1-2 

2085 layer surface  C3 

2086 layer    C3 

2087 layer    C3 

2088 layer    C3 

2089 layer    C3 

2090 layer    C3 

2091 fill  2080 L1-2 

2092 fill  2080 L1-2 

2093 cut pit  ?MIA 

2094 fill  2093 ?MIA 
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2095 cut irregular hollow hole  ?MIA 

2096 fill  2095 ?MIA 

2097 layer   C3 

2098 fill  2080 L1-2 

2099 cut burial 8  ?ROM 

2100 fill  2099 ?ROM 

2101 cut pit  ?ROM 

2102 fill  2101 L1-2 

2103 layer    C3 

2104 cut pit  MIA 

2105 fill  2104 ?MIA 

2106 cut irregular hollow hole  MIA 

2107 fill  2106 MIA 

2108 layer    C3 

2109 structure wall foundation  L1-2 

2110 layer   C3 

2111 layer   UN 

2112 fill  2104 MIA 

2113 fill  2104 MIA 

2114 cut other natural feature  UN 

2115 fill  2114 UN 

2116 cut pit  ?MIA 

2117 fill  2116 ?MIA 

2118 cut pit  MIA 

2119 fill  2118 MIA 

2120 cut posthole  ?MIA 

2121 fill  2120 ?MIA 

2122 cut foundation trench  L1-2 

2123 cut pit  MIA 

2124 fill  2123 MIA 

2125 cut burial  ?ROM 

2126 cut burial  ?ROM 

2127 cut burial  ?ROM 

2128 cut burial  ?ROM 

2129 cut burial  ?ROM 

2130 fill  2123 MIA 

2131 cut ?posthole  ?MIA 

2132 fill  2131 ?MIA 

2133 cut pit  MIA 

2134 fill  2133 MIA 

2135 fill  2123 MIA 

2136 cut pit  ?MIA 

2137 fill  2136 ?MIA 

2138 fill   ?MIA 

2139 cut irregular hollow hole  MIA 

2140 fill  2139 MIA 

2141 cut   MIA 

2142 fill  2141 MIA 
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2143 cut pit  MIA 

2144 fill  2143 L1-2 

2145 structure wall  L1-2 

2146 layer    UN 

2147 fill   2223 MIA 

2148 fill   2252 MIA 

2149 structure part of [2009]  L1-2 

2150 fill  2123 MIA 

2151 structure wall foundation  L1-2 

2152 cut burial 11  ?ROM 

2153 fill  2152 ?ROM 

2154 fill  2223 MIA 

2155 layer    C3 

2156 cut irregular hollow hole  UN 

2157 fill  2156 UN 

2158 cut pit  MIA 

2159 fill  2158 MIA 

2160 cut pit  ?MIA 

2161 fill  2160 ?MIA 

2162 cut gully  ?MIA 

2163 fill  2162 ?MIA 

2164 cut other natural feature  ?MIA 

2165 fill  2164 ?MIA 

2166  number not used   

2167 fill  2123 MIA 

2168 cut posthole  MIA 

2169 fill  2168 MIA 

2170 layer   L1-2 

2171 fill  2189 MIA 

2172 fill  2177 MIA 

2173 layer   UN 

2174 layer   C3 

2175 cut other natural feature  UN 

2176 layer   MIA 

2177 cut pit  MIA 

2178 cut pit  MIA 

2179 fill  2290 MIA 

2180 layer   UN 

2181 cut other natural feature  UN 

2182 fill  2181 UN 

2183 cut gully  ?MIA 

2184 fill  2183 ?MIA 

2185 layer    L1-2 

2186 cut pit  MIA 

2187 fill  2186 MIA 

2188 fill  2139 MIA 

2189 cut pit  MIA 

2190 cut posthole  MIA 
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2191 fill  2190 MIA 

2192 cut other natural feature  UN 

2193 fill  2192 UN 

2194 cut other natural feature  UN 

2195 fill  2194 ?MIA 

2196 fill   2118 MIA 

2197 cut other natural feature  UN 

2198 fill  2197 UN 

2199 cut ?posthole  ?MIA 

2200 fill  2199 ?MIA 

2201 cut ?posthole  MIA 

2202 fill  2201 MIA 

2203 fill   2118 MIA 

2204 fill   2133 MIA 

2205 cut gully  UN 

2206 cut gully  ?MIA 

2207 fill  2206 ?MIA 

2208 fill  2189 MIA 

2209 fill  2177 MIA 

2210 cut other natural feature  UN 

2211 fill  2210 UN 

2212 layer   C3 

2213 layer    UN 

2214 layer    MIA 

2215 layer    ?MIA 

2216 fill  2177 MIA 

2217 cut posthole  UN 

2218 fill  2232 MIA 

2219 fill  2217 UN 

2220 fill  2133 MIA 

2221 fill  2177 MIA 

2222 fill  2178 MIA 

2223 cut irregular depression  MIA 

2224 cut ?posthole  UN 

2225 fill  2224 UN 

2226 fill  2143 MIA 

2227 fill  2143 MIA 

2228 fill  2133 MIA 

2229 fill  2178 MIA 

2230 cut pit  ?MIA 

2231 fill  2230 MIA 

2232 cut pit  MIA 

2233 fill  2133 MIA 

2234 cut other natural feature  MIA 

2235 fill  2234 MIA 

2236 fill  2143 MIA 

2237 cut other natural feature  UN 

2238 fill  2237 C3 
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2239 fill  2189 MIA 

2240 layer   ?MIA 

2241 fill  2143 MIA 

2242 cut foundation trench  C3 

2243 fill  2242 C3 

2244 cut pit  MIA 

2245 fill  2244 MIA 

2246 fill  2133 MIA 

2247 fill  2244 MIA 

2248 fill  2252 MIA 

2249 fill  2230 MIA 

2250 fill  2143 MIA 

2251 layer   ?MIA 

2252 cut pit  MIA 

2253 fill  2143 MIA 

2254 fill  2252 MIA 

2255 cut other natural feature  UN 

2256 fill  2255 C3 

2257 fill  2143 MIA 

2258 fill  2230 MIA 

2259 fill  2143 MIA 

2260 fill  2230 MIA 

2261 cut foundation trench  C3 

2262 fill  2261 C3 

2263 cut other natural feature  UN 

2264 fill  2263 UN 

2265 cut pit  MIA 

2266 fill  2265 MIA 

2267 fill  2189 MIA 

2268 fill  2143 MIA 

2269 fill  2143 MIA 

2270 layer    ?MIA 

2271 fill  2189 MIA 

2272 cut ?posthole  MIA 

2273 fill  2272 MIA 

2274 cut pit  MIA 

2275 fill  2274 MIA 

2276 cut pit  C3 

2277 fill  2276 C3 

2278 layer   UN 

2279 fill  2189 MIA 

2280 fill  2143 MIA 

2281 fill  2143 MIA 

2282 fill  2143 MIA 

2283 fill  2189 MIA 

2284 cut other natural feature  UN 

2285 fill  2284 UN 

2286 cut pit  MIA 
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2287 fill  2286 MIA 

2288 layer   ?MIA 

2289 layer   ?MIA 

2290 cut pit  MIA 

2291 cut burial  C3 

 

Field drawings in the site archive: 

 

Plans: 

200:  [2010] 

201:  [2001], [2003], (2004), (2007) 

202:  not part of final drawing sequence 

203:  [2003], (2011), (2020), (2023), (2024), (2025)  

204:  [2035], (2036) 

205:  [2003], (2011), (2020), (2023), (2024), (2025) 

206:  [2033] 

207:  [2058] 

208:  [2047], [2071] 

209:  [2076], (2077) 

210:  not part of final drawing sequence 

211:  [2008], [2009] 

212:  (2070) 

213:  [2074] 

214:  [2009], (2059), [2076], (2079), [2101], (2102) 

215:  [2003], [2008], [2009], [2018], [2040], [2104] 

216:  [2003], [2005], [2008], [2009], (2016), [2104], [2145] 

217:  [2116] 

218:  [2104] 

219:  [2005], [2008], (2060), [2127], [2128], [2129] 

220:  [2080] 

221:  [2043] 

222:  [2126] 

223:  [2095] 

224A:  [2005], [2008], [2118], [2120], [2131], [2133], [2141] 

224B:  [2008], [2133], (2134), (2204) 

225:  [2005], [2145] 

226:  [2138] 

227:  [2125] 

228:  [2005] 

229:  [2008], [2009] 

230:  [2152], (2153) 

231:  [2003], [2009], (2147), [2151] 

232:  (2171), (2185), [2189] 

233:  [2003], [2190], [2192], [2199], [2201] 

234:  [2118], (2119), (2196), (2203) 

235:  [2139], (2140), (2188) 
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236:  [2003], (2006), [2162], [2183], [2206], (2207), [2224], [2230], (2240) 

237:  [2175], [2217], (2219) 

238:  [2003], [2093], [2104], [2123], [2156], [2168], [2178], [2190], [2192], [2194], 

[2199], [2201], [2206], [2230] 

239:  [2003], [2018], (2243), [2244], (2245), [2261] 

240:  [2018], [2143], [2145], [2177], [2189], [2232], [2242], [2252], [2255], [2265], 

[2272], (2275), [2286], [2287] 

241:  [2118], [2120], [2131], [2133], [2141], (2262) 

 

Sections: 

2.01:  (2000), (2011), [2033], (2034), (2038), (2045) 

2.02:  [2047], (2048) 

2.03:  (2046), (2057), [2058] 

2.04:  [2071], (2072) 

2.05:  [2074], (2075) 

2.06:  (2000), (2011), [2080], (2081), (2083), (2091), (2098) 

2.07:  [2005], (2029), [2122] 

2.08:  [2116], (2117) 

2.09:  (2079), [2104], (2105), (2112), (2113) 

2.10:  [2093], (2094) 

2.11:  [2123], (2124), (2130), (2135) 

2.12:  [2008] 

2.13:  [2003] 

2.14:  [2106], (2107) 

2.15:  number not used 

2.16:  [2120], (2121) 

2.17:  [2160], (2161) 

2.18:  (2026), [2156], (2157)  

2.19:  (2026), [2156], (2157), [2205] 

2.20:  (2026), [2168], (2169) 

2.21:  [2158], (2159)  

2.22:  [2009], [2149], [2151], (2154) 

2.23:  [2003], (2147), [2151], (2154) 

2.24:  [2190], (2191)  

2.25:  [2201], (2202)  

2.26:  [2199], (2200) 

2.27:  [2139], (2140), (2188) 

2.28:  (2026), [2118], (2119), (2196), (2203) 

2.29:  [2217], (2219) 

2.30:  [2206], (2207) 

2.31:  (2172), [2177], (2209), (2216), (2221) 

2.32:  [2178], (2179), (2222), (2229) 

2.33:  [2133], (2134), (2204), (2220), (2228), (2233), (2246) 

2.34:  (2212), [2230], (2231), (2240), (2249), (2258) 

2.35:  [2074], (2075) 
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2.36:  [2261], (2262), (2270) 

2.37:  (2148), (2248), [2252], (2254) 

2.38:  (2060), [2265], (2266) 

2.39:  [2189], (2208), (2267), (2271), (2283) 

2.40:  (2085), [2133], (2134), [2141], (2142) 

2.41:  [2008], (2032), [2131], (2132) 

2.42:  [2143], (2144), (2226), (2227), (2236), (2241), (2250), (2253), (2257), (2259), 

(2268), (2269),        

   (2280), (2282) 

2.42 ver 2: [2143], (2144), (2226), (2227), (2236), (2241), (2250), (2253), (2257), (2259), 

(2268),      

            (2269) 

2.43:  [2009] 

2.44:  [2008], (2060), [2265], (2266), [2272], (2273), [2274], (2275) 

2.45:  (2000), [2106], (2107) 

2.46:  (2000), [2003], (2006), (2011), (2017), [2018], (2024), (2039), (2050), (2270) 

2.47:  [2008], [2133], (2134), (2204) 

2.48:  (2000), [2009], (2022), (2037), (2050), (2053), (2054), (2060), [2149], (2288), 

(2289) 

 

TOPSOIL 

(2000) was the topsoil: loose black loam with chalk fragments and a number of 
sarsens up to 15cm in maximum dimension. It was roughly 20cm thick across the 
excavated area.  
 
NATURAL  
Layer (2026) was the chalk bedrock.  
 
STRUCTURES 

Structure [2001] (plan number 201), a set of large sarsen stones (which show signs of 

burning) up to 60cm across grouped into a semi-circle forming a possible hearth, abutting 

wall [2003] inside room [1]. The stones were contained in layer (2002), dark brown fine-

textured soil, some chalk inclusions and charcoal. Beneath this was layer (2019) composed 

of charcoal deposits and burnt stones and mortar set in a loose dark soil – this deposit was 

found in three discrete areas along the structure. 

 

The main structural components of note on the site were the walls of the Romano-British 

villa which are described in turn. 

 

Wall [2003] (plan numbers 201, 203, 213, 215, 218, 221, section number 2.13) has a 

northeast-southwest alignment. The wall is roughly 64cm thick and maintains a maximum 

height of 1m. The lowest level of the wall is made up of a set of sarsen blocks [2109] (plan 

numbers 201, 215, 216, section number 2.13) roughly 20 x 20 x 12cm which are set close 

together and often slanted at 45 degrees. In some places there are two courses at the 

northern end towards the baulk (where there is also a tumble of sarsens) and in others only 

one. It was hard to discern a foundation trench into which these were set and they are 
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within clay with chalk inclusions. Above the sarsens is a thick layer of hard yellow mortar 

into which chalk blocks are set. These are dressed on the outer face of the wall and range in 

size from 8 x 8cm to 40 x 20cm.  The chalk appears to be from local Coombe deposits. 

There are three or four courses of chalk blocks still extant with the mortar in which they are 

set becoming less hard and yellow-brown in the upper courses. On the two outer faces the 

wall is composed of sizable and well-shaped blocks containing smaller blocks of chalk in the 

interior of the wall. There is some battering outwards of the two lower courses of chalk 

above the sarsen footings. This wall is the exterior wall of the villa house on its 

northwestern side. The full extent of the wall was revealed in the Area B excavations in 

2000 (see below). It bounds rooms [1], [2] and [4] on the northwestern side. 

 

Wall [2005] (plan numbers 213, 216, 223, 225, 228, section number 2.7) has a northwest-

southeast alignment starting from wall [2003] in the northwest and running into the 

southern baulk. It divides room [1] to the southwest from rooms [2] and [3] to the 

northeast. It butts [2003] and is later than it and is probably butted by wall [2008] (see 

below) which forms the southeastern boundary of room [2]. Wall [2005] is 56 – 60cm thick. 

It appears to have had a doorway between rooms [1] and [2] which starts 54cm from where 

it meets [2003] and runs 1.62m, as indicated through lower and less regular stone coursing. 

The construction is generally similar to [2003] with blocks of Coombe rock set in mortar. 

Few sarsens are seen, the exception being three large blocks of sarsen (60 x 60cm) at the 

junction between [2005] and [2008] which were either placed to support the two walls 

before they were built or derive from some earlier phase of the structure. At its 

southeastern end the wall has few footings and is composed of chalk and mortar laid on 

clay. 

 

Wall [2008] (plan numbers 215, 216, 228, section number 2.12) has a northeast-

southwest alignment. It is knitted into wall [2005] and abuts wall [2009].  It is one of 

the enclosing walls of room [2] on its western side running between [2005] and [2009] and 

parallel to [2003]. It is 5m long and 2.6m away from [2003]. It is less thick than the other 

walls at only 50-54cm thick. The wall appears to be constructed of four courses. It has a few 

sarsen footings visible on the western face and a large sarsen at the northern end where it 

abuts [2009] these are set in a grey and greyish yellow mortar. Above this is a course of 

chalk blocks set in clay loam and friable mortar, with some admixture of humic matter. The 

top course is mid-grey brown loam with small chalk inclusions (c 5cm). 

 

Wall [2009] (plan numbers 211, 214, 215) has a northwest-southeast alignment and runs 

parallel to [2005]. It is 6.4m in length from wall [2003] to where it runs into the baulk. It 

is knitted into [2003]. It abuts wall [2003] and is abutted by wall [2008]. It is one of the 

walls enclosing room [2] and forms the southern wall for room [4]. A small number of 

sarsens were found under the southern face and none under the northern face. Context 

number [2149] was assigned to the hard, pale yellow sandy soil with small chalk and flint 

which had been the mortar matrix of the stones in this wall. This formed a layer 5-10cm 

thick within in the wall and for c. 5cm around its edges. In the 1999 season a sarsen footing 

[2151] was revealed and there is also a large sarsen stone (60 x 60cm) at the junction with 

wall [2008]. The lowest course is of Coombe rock and the upper courses are chalk blocks 
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dressed on the exposed faces. The easternmost 5 m is has been demolished down to its last 

course. It also has a possible door area in the northeast corner of room [2]. 

 

Wall [2018] (plan 215) is the northernmost wall of the building, oriented northwest-

southeast. It is the only wall with the same width as [2003] and sarsen foundations. The 

lowest course is a recessed sarsen footing with the stones set at 45 degrees and a range of 

sizes from 15-35cm to 10-16cm. On top of this are chalk blocks and Coombe rock set in 

mortar and, as elsewhere, the mortar is harder in the lowest courses and more friable 

above. 

 

Wall Foundation [2109] (plans 201, 215, 216, section 2.13) was the sarsen structure 

composed of stones averaging 20 x 20 x 12cm in size providing the foundation for wall 

[2003] in room [2] of the villa. The foundation was overlain by layer (2086).  

 

Wall [2145] (plan 225) runs parallel to walls [2008] and [2003] and is aligned northeast-

southwest. It lies in the southeastern corner of the trench with only 0.24m visible. It 

probably joined [2005] to the west and [2009] to the east being one of the enclosing 

walls of room [3]. It consists of well-finished chalk blocks set in hard yellow mortar, with 

larger chalk blocks showing in the section.   

 

Wall Footing [2151] (plan 229, section 2.43) was formed of sarsen stones c 10 x 20cm in 

size set on edge and serving as a footing for wall [2009]. The stones were overlain by 

layer (2004) = (2007) which is discussed below.    

 

CUTS 

All features cut the natural unless otherwise specified.  

 

Cut [2031] (no drawings) possible foundation trench for wall [2003]. It appears flat-

bottomed with near vertical sides; cut into layer (2079). It is filled by (2030) yellow, friable 

sandy soil with around 30% chalk inclusions ranging from 5 – 15cm and four sarsens 10 – 

15cm in maximum dimension. 

 

Cut [2033] (plan 206, section 2.1) is situated in the south-west corner of room [1]. It is 

circular in plan, c. 1.30m in diameter, 0.70m deep, with sides varying from nearly vertical to 

almost horizontal, with a step-like appearance at the bottom. It is filled by (2045), (2038) 

and (2034). Primary fill (2045) is a loose dark brown soil, 0.10m thick, with no inclusions. 

Fill (2038) is compact, solid clay with colour varying from yellow to dark brown, 0.40m thick, 

with chalk inclusions. The upper fill (2034) is a grainy dark greyish brown soil, 0.20m deep, 

with chalk inclusions. Like the upper fill of pit [2080], it is covered by layers (2012), 

(2013),(2032) and possibly by layer (2011). 

Cut [2035] (plan 204) a figure of eight shaped feature in plan with the sides varying 

between vertical and 40 degrees, a maximum depth of 15cm. The base is flat. Possibly two 

post holes in close proximity. Filled by (2036) (plan 204) a fine clay with some mortar 

inclusions, varying between grey and brown in colour and up to 10% chalk inclusions (up to 

10cm), there is mortar layer on the base to the north and a sarsen at the base to the south. 
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Cut [2040] (plan 215) a dark area cutting layer (2037) originally suspected to be a 

posthole directly beneath destruction layer (2011), excavation showed this to be a natural 

feature. 

Cut [2042] (no drawings) a dark area originally suspected to be a posthole directly 

beneath destruction layer (2020), excavation showed this to be a natural feature. The 

supposed cut and its fill (2043) were redefined as a part of layer (2053) which is 

discussed below. 

Cut [2047] (plan 208, section 2.2) a small posthole in room [2], sub-circular and with sides 

varying from vertical to gently sloping. This cuts (2014). This was filled by (2048) which 

was a fairly loose mid-brown soil with small chalk inclusions. 

Cut [2051] (no drawings) a dark area originally suspected to be a posthole directly 

beneath layer (2037) and cutting layer (2053), excavation showed this to be a natural 

feature. This cut and fill (2052) were considered to be part of layer (2053) which is 

discussed below. 

Cut [2055] (no drawings) a small stakehole, round in plan, straight sides and a rounded 

base, 5cm in diameter and 7cm in depth that was located in room [1] and filled by (2056), 

a compact grey clay with small chalk inclusions.  

Cut [2058] (plan 207, section 2.3) a small stake hole, circular in plan and around 20cm in 

diameter, with probable vertical sides and sloping base, around 15cm deep (unclear if sides 

and base properly defined). This cuts (2085) and (2014). It was located in the centre of 

room [2] and filled by context (2057) a fine mid-brown soil, loosely compacted with small 

pieces of chalk. It is possible that (2046) is also a fill – this is a charcoal lens in a loose 

dark soil, with up to 80% charcoal. 

Cut [2071] (plan 208, section 2.4) a probable posthole roughly circular in plan and 15cm in 

diameter, mainly vertical sides and flat bottomed which cuts (2014). It was filled by 

(2072) a loose dark soil with clay inclusions. 

Cut [2074] (plan 213, section 2.5) – this is sub-oval or figure-of-eight shaped cut around 

94cm long, with a maximum depth of 20cm at the two ends and 12cm in its centre. It cuts 

(2007) and was filled by (2075) a loose brown loam with small pieces of chalk. Cut [2074] 

was cut by cut [2099], described below, which contained a child burial (Skeleton <8>) in 

fill (2100). 

Cut [2076] = [2242] = [2261] (plans 209, 214) was a long rectangular shape running 

from outer wall [2003] towards the centre of room [4] with shallow sloping sides. It is 

3.3m in length and between 1m and 73cm wide with a depth of 12-15cm, was overlain by 

layers (2017) and (2211), and cut into layer (2050). It was filled by (2077), a compact 

light yellow clay loam with 50% inclusions of chalk and Coombe rock nodules 1 – 15cm and 

areas of mortar. The designation as cut [2242] with fill (2243) was used on section 

drawing 2.35 while cut [2261] appears on plan 239 and section 2.36 where it was said to be 

filled by [2262]. This trench cut pit [2244] which is discussed below. It was a feature 
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which may have been a Roman foundation trench. 

 

Cut [2080] (plan 220, section 2.6) was probably a storage pit cut into the bedrock. It is a 

large circular cut (c.1.50m diameter). Only part of it was excavated, as the rest lies beyond 

the south baulk. It has sloping sides (at 45 degrees), fairly solid and well defined, 1.18m 

deep. It was filled by: (2098), (2091) = (2092), (2083) = (2084) and (2081). Primary 

fill (2098) is a loose light brown chalky soil, with 85% chalk-15% soil, with fairly loose 

lumps of chalk (0.05-0.07m). It is 0.25-0.30m thick. The next layer (2091) = (2092) is a 

more compacted, light brown clayey soil, with inclusions of chalk (small nodules of 0.02-

0.03m) in a ratio of 20% chalk to 80% soil, the thickness varies between 0.02m at its ends 

and 0.35m at the centre. Fill (2083) = (2084) is a loose, dark brownish black loam, 0.10-

0.20m thick with small chalk inclusions (c. 0.03-0.04m), increasing from 5-10% at the top of 

fill, to 50% at its base. It also contains burnt sarsens (from 0.03m to 0.20m), c. 5-10%, and 

iron nodules (x5). The upper fill (2081) is a very narrow band (0.02 to 0.08m deep) of 

compacted light whitish brown chalky soil with small chalk inclusions (0.01-0.02m). This 

layer was overlain by Early Medieval destruction layer (2011) according to the context 

sheet. 

Cut [2093] (plan 221, section 2.10) was semi-circular in shape and wider at the top than 

at the base. It was 80cm wide, 53cm long and 50cm deep. It lay outside wall [2003] and 

room [1] on the west side of trench where wall [2003] met the edge of the trench. The pit 

held a single fill (2094) composed of friable brownish loam with 50% chalk inclusions from 

0.5-5cm in size and occasional sarsens c 5 x 10cm in size. The pit was overlain by 

destruction layer (2015). The fill of this pit was noteworthy as it contained the bones of 

two articulated sheep skeletons and a disarticulated lamb. 

Cut [2095] (plan 223) – a possible pit between wall [2005] and the baulk. Little can be 

seen in plan, but probably irregular in shape, with sloping sides and rounded bottom. 

Around 59cm across and a maximum depth of 30cm. Filled by (2096) compact clay loam, 

medium brown in colour, around 15% soil and 85% chalk lumps around 5cm square. A 

possible pit, irregular hollow hole or a tree throw. 

Cut [2099] (plan 213) was a small oval-shaped depression cut into bedrock, length 79cm, 

width 39cm and depth 18cm, sloping sides and rounded bottom located in the north corner 

of villa room [1] adjacent to masonry walls [2003] and [2005].  It was filled by (2100) 

which was apparently a deposit of crushed sarsen. As noted above, cut [2099] lay within fill 

(2075) of larger cut [2074].  This cut was overlain by destruction layer (2007). 

Cut [2101] (plan 214) roughly triangular in plan in southwest corner of the trench. The 

edges of the pit were hard to define. Around 90cm long and 70cm wide, 25cm deep with 

sloping sides and a flat bottom located in room [4]. Filled by  (2102) a compact dark soil 

with patches of mortar and more chalk lower down, with nodules roughly 2-5cm. A possible 

pit, but ill defined. It was overlain by layer (2059). 

Cut [2106] (section 2.14) the profile is uncertain but probably having shallow sloping sides 

and rounded bottom. It was around 1m long and a maximum depth of 30cm that was filled 

by (2107) a compact, light grey brown soil with chalk rubble and some pieces of sarsen. 
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(2107) was difficult to differentiate from (2079) and it was not clear if this is a separate fill 

or part of that layer, nor is it certain that [2106] is a feature – it might be a natural 

depression in the bedrock. 

 

Cut [2116] (plan 217, section 2.8) the sides slope down at 45 degrees with a round base 

and roughly circular in plan, 35cm in diameter, with a maximum depth of 11cm. Filled by 

(2117) a mid-grey-brown clay with chalk shatter (30%), nodules less than 3cm. It is either 

the truncated base of a feature or a natural scoop. 

 

Cut [2118] (plans 224A, 234 and 241) an oval shape and only half the feature is visible as 

it runs beneath wall [2005].  Having a shallower slope on the southern side, it was steeper 

to the north, with a rounded base. The sides undercut the rim of the pit slightly. Its 

maximum depth is 58cm and 120cm in its longest dimension. The uppermost fill is (2119) a 

friable mid-brown to mid-brown grey silty loam with irregular chalk fragments between 1 

and 10cm in size (roughly 30% of the fill), small charcoal fragments, two large sarsens 

(30cm in maximum dimension by 10-15cm thick) lodged in the sections, presumably to help 

support the wall. Underlying this was (2203) a compact chalky loam, mid-grey in colour 

with 50% chalk inclusions, 5-10cm in maximum size and some charcoal fragments. This is 

36cm thick in the south thinning to 17cm thick to the north. Beneath this is (2196) a friable 

mid-brown-grey loam with small chalk inclusions (3-5cm) and found in 30cm area at the 

north end of the feature only. 

 

Cut [2120] (plan 224, section 2.16) the sides slope at 45 degrees with sharp breaks at the 

top and an irregular base to the feature. It is circular in plan. It was filled by (2121) a 

friable yellow brown clay loam with inclusions of small chalk fragments making up 5% of the 

fill. This was a post or stakehole. 

 

Cut [2122] (section 2.7) – a linear cut in room [1], parallel to wall [2005] with an uneven 

base, dipping slightly at the centre. It may run under wall [2003] and terminates at end of 

wall [2005] by the large sarsen. Fairly straight sides with uneven, but flattish base, varies 

between 38 and 18cm in depth, with maximum length 2.4m. The cut was filled by (2029) a 

fine, loose dark brown loam with small chalk inclusions and occasional sarsens. Mortar from 

wall [2005] was in upper part of the fill, with worked flint coming from the lower part of fill. 

This was thought to be a possible drain within room [1]. 

 

Cut [2123] (section 2.11) circular pit, 1.2m in diameter at top, narrowing to 90cm and 

then undercutting to 1m at the base with a maximum depth of 83cm. The base was circular 

and fairly flat. Uppermost fill (2124) was a compact, light brown clay loam with small chalk 

inclusions. Roughly 30cm deep at the centre of the pit, it was shallower nearer the sides. It 

was underlain by (2130) a loose aggregation of chalk rubble with small amounts of clay 

loam, it had voids between the chalk and regular sarsens, some of which were charred. 

(2130) was a maximum of 30cm deep at the centre of the pit. This was underlain by 

(2135) a loose, fine loam varying in colour between black through dark grey-brown to 

patches of reddish brown which was between 5-10cm thick across the whole pit and 

overlain by sarsens. At the base of the pit on the eastern side only was (2167) in an 
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irregular spread, rich dark-brown or black with few inclusions, but many finds. 

 

Cut [2125] (plan 227) a shallow, round bottomed scoop, approximately 30cm in diameter 

and 10cm deep. Filled by (2060), the layer described below, which covered the whole of 

room [3]. This contained skeleton <5> and the fill of [2125] could not be differentiated 

from the layer as a whole. 

 

Cut [2126] (plan 222) shallow oval cut or scoop, approximately 40 x 30cm with uneven 

sloping sides and flattish bottom, roughly 20cm south of wall [2005]. Filled by (2007), 

described above, a layer within room [1] and fill of [2126] which is either a grave cut or 

natural scoop which contained a disturbed child inhumation. 

 

Cut [2127] (plan 219) a shallow pit partly under wall [2005]. Filled by (2060), the layer 

described above, which covered the whole of room [3]. This contained skeleton <4>. Either 

a grave cut or natural scoop. 

 

Cut [2128] (plan 219) was a shallow depression with irregular sides and smooth base, 

roughly 20cm diameter and 8cm deep. Filled by (2060), the layer described below, which 

covered the whole of room [3]. This contained skeleton <4>.  

 

Cut [2129] (plan 219) a very uneven depression, very shallow with no even walls or base. 

Filled by (2060), the layer described below which covered the whole of room [3]. This 

contained skeletons <3> and <5>. 

 

Cut [2131] (plan 224A) probably circular and roughly circular 30cm in diameter, but hard 

to be sure of full plan as it goes under wall [2008] with 45 degree sides and a sharp break 

at the top. Its probable maximum depth was 18cm. Filled by (2132) friable mid-brown clay 

loam with small chalk rubble inclusions especially at the base of the context. 

 

Cut [2133] (plans 224A and 224B, section 2.33) was a large Iron Age pit having a sharp 

break at its top edge, slightly convex sides and a flat bottom, with a deep bell-shaped 

profile. It was c 135cm deep and c 155cm in diameter. It was cut by the western side of 

villa wall [2008] (room [2]) and was overlain by pounded floor layer (2085). Five fills 

were recorded in the pit: (2134), (2204), (2220), (2228) and (2246). Fill (2134) was 

friable light brown clayey loam with 10% chalk inclusions of 1-2cm in size forming a layer c 

25cm deep. The top of this fill was composed of large sarsens which had either fallen into 

the pit or had been placed as a cap on the pit. Fill (2204) was overlain by (2134); it was 

composed of friable mid-brown clayey loam with c 15% chalk inclusions, 1-4cm in diameter, 

and charcoal flecks forming a layer c 25cm thick. This fill also contained a sarsen c 30cm in 

diameter. Below (2204) was fill (2220), a 20cm thick layer of friable light brown clayey 

loam with c 40% chalk inclusions up to 10cm in size and charcoal inclusions up to 2-3cm in 

size but averaging 0.5-1cm. Fill (2228) was overlain by (2220). It was composed of friable 

light grey decayed chalk with 80% of the fill being chunks of chalk 4-8cm in size and a small 

quantity of charcoal flecks in a layer 15-20cm thick. Beneath (2228) was fill (2233), 

composed of friable, mid-brown clayey loam with 50% chalk lumps averaging 2cm in 
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diameter that also contained a wide distribution of charcoal flecks as well as a few larger 

lumps up to 3 x 5 cm in size. The thickness of this fill varied from c 45 to 90cm on section 

drawing 2.33. The basal fill of the pit was (2246), largely composed of chalk rubble with c 

5% dark brown clayey soil was present in the lowest 10cm of the pit. 

 

Cut [2136] (plan 226) an unexcavated feature from the 1998 season assigned fill number 

(2137). This fill was subsequently said to be the same as fill (2171) of pit [2189] in 

room [4]. 

 

Cut [2139] (plan 235, section 2.27) an irregular hollow hole, possibly a natural feature, 

with irregular sides and generally convex shape with a concave bottom at its greatest depth. 

It was c 110cm in length, width varied from 24-50cm and maximum depth was 27cm. It was 

overlain by layer (2060). It had two fills, (2140) and (2188), neither of which contained 

any finds. Upper fill (2140) was compacted dark brown loam with few chalk inclusions while 

basal fill (2188) was friable pale buff clay with chalk inclusions. 

 

Cut [2141] (plan 224, section 2.40) was an Iron Age linear feature in room [2] of 

undetermined function cut by wall [2008]. The feature extended for a distance of 0.60m 

along the wall 3.16m north of the junction with wall [2005] and extended c 1.35m into the 

room and was c 0.33m deep. It had a roughly flat bottomed base; the south side and east 

end were vertical while the north and west sides sloped at a 45 degree angle. The cut had a 

single fill (2142), compact dark brown clay loam with 10% small chalk and flint shatter as 

well as 3 palm-sized sarsens. Some of the fill was described as possibly looking burnt and a 

small quantity of chalk flecks were noted in the fill. The feature was overlain by layer 

(2085) = (2090) = (2103) = (2110) = (2174).   

 

Cut [2143] (section 2.42) is  a sub circular pit c. 1.35m long x 1.35m wide and 1.4m deep, 
and of the same deep bell-shaped profile as pit [2133] above. It contained a complex 
pattern of 13 fills   capped with two large sarsens in upper fill (2144). Primary fill (2269) 
was composed of brown loam and high levels of charcoal in the western half of the pit 
forming a layer c 20cm thick. This was overlain by secondary fill (2257), friable black fine 
grained clay loam, displaying a steep profile against the pit side suggestive of a weathering 
deposit. Adjacent fills (2250), (2259) and (2268) form a tear drop shape and it is 
possible that (2259) was a sarsen dump in the centre of the pit to which fills (2250) and 
(2268) have adhered. Fill (2250) was composed of friable dark brown humic soil with small 
chalk inclusions which contained high levels of charcoal and burnt cereal grain/chaff and 
some Fuel Ash Slag. Fill (2268) was very similar to (2250) although containing larger chalk 
inclusions in its friable dark brown humic soil matrix and also contained high levels of 
charcoal. 
 
Above this were a number of sloping fills, namely (2236), (2281), (2253), (2226), 
(2241), (2282), (2227) and (2280). The sloping angle of fills (2253), (2241) and 
(2226) and (2282) on the western side of the pit are suggestive of a weathering event 
when the pit lay open. Fill (2236) was made up of friable dark brown silty loam with 50% 
inclusions of chalk rubble and ironstone. It was overlain by (2253) and overlay (2257) and 
(2268). Fill (2281) was only in the northern portion of the pit beneath top fill (2144) and 
was described as being a less chalky version of the mid-yellowish brown silty loam of fill 
(2227).  Fill (2253) was compact light brown clay loam with mainly small chalk inclusions 
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overlain by fill (2227) and overlying (2236) and (2250). Fill (2226) was an approximately 
10cm thick deposit of compact mid-yellowish loam with 2cm chalk inclusions overlain by 
(2144) and overlying (2247). Fill (2241) was beneath (2226) and above (2253), with a 
composition of hard mid-yellowish brown clay loam with 50% chalk inclusions 5 x 5cm in 
size. Fill (2227) = (2280) = (2282) was a 10cm thick layer of mid-yellowish brown silty 
loam with 50% chalk rubble inclusions c 2 x 2cm in size. The top fill (2144) is composed of 
two large sarsens within a 30cm thick layer of mid-greyish brown sandy loam of varying 
firmness with up to 50% 2 x 2cm chalk inclusions overlying fills (2226) and (2227).  
  

Cut [2152] (plan 230) a shallow scoop, very gradual break, shallow sides 15 – 35 degrees, 

grading into the base. Filled by (2153) a fairly compact, light to mid-grey brown clay loam 

with a high proportion of chalk (80%), containing infant burial <11>. 

 

Cut [2156] (section 2.18) a shallow gully with two depressions running roughly north-

south, shallow sides and irregular base. Unclear in plan whether this is a single circular 

feature or a gully comprised of a number of depressions. It was filled by (2157) reddish-

brown clay with rounded chalk inclusions, 2-3cm in size. 

 

Cut [2158] (section 2.21) a straight sided pit with an uneven base. A rounded rectangular 

shape in plan with a length of 70cm and width 56cm, depth c 42cm. It was in the centre of 

wall [2005] and to the east of a large sarsen. It was filled by (2159) a loose mid-brown 

silty loam with 70% chalk and small to medium sized sarsens throughout and charcoal 

flecks. 

 

Cut [2160] (section 2.17) sharp break at top, steep-sided especially on the north-west side 

and a rounded point at the base. Maximum dimension 38cm along the section line and had 

a maximum depth of 34cm. It was filled by (2161) a friable yellow-brown clay loam with 

chalk inclusions up to 5cm and these are more common in the upper fill.  

 

Cut [2164] (no drawings) to which fill number (2165) was assigned, proved to be 

ephemeral natural features. 

 

Cut [2168] (plan 236) oval in plan with steep sides sloping down to a circular base with a 

maximum dimension of  30cm and c 40cm deep. It was filled by (2169) dark brown loam 

with 10% chalk lumps c 1cm average size. 

 

Cut [2175] (plan 237) proved to be a natural feature when it was excavated. 

 

Cut [2177](section 2.31) is a circular pit 90cm in diameter with a beehive shape profile 
with a large projection on one side of the base. The primary fill (2221) was composed of a 
20cm thick layer of compact yellowish brown clay loam with 15% chalk inclusions (7-8cm in 
size) and high levels of charcoal lumps up to 2-3 cm in size. Secondary fill (2216), 
yellowish brown compact clay loam forming a convex layer up to 18cm thick, contained high 
levels of both charcoal and charred plant remains. Tertiary fill (2209) was a 40cm thick 
layer composed of greyish brown friable clay loam rich in organic deposits. Top fill (2172) 
was a compact clay loam 10 cm thick layer with chalk inclusions. 
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Cut [2178] (section 2.32) is a circular pit 1.2m in diameter with a beehive shape and two 
fills. Pit [2178] was a cut by a smaller pit [2290], discussed below, that was originally 
thought to be part of cut [2178]. The primary fill (2229) was made up of yellowish fine 
grain sandy soil with 1.5-2cm chalk inclusions, 1-2cm flint inclusions and Fuel Ash Slag 
fragments in a layer 16-20cm thick.  Secondary fill (2222) which overlies fill (2229), was a 
15cm thick layer of friable light brown loam with inclusions of 2-4cm chalk, 2-4cm flint and 
6-10cm sarsens along with Fuel Ash Slag and a large charcoal assemblage.   
 
Cut [2181] (no drawing) investigated as a possible stakehole but found to be a natural 
feature. 
 
Cut [2186] (no drawing) a possible pit, which lacks a description, as does fill (2187). 
 

Cut [2189] (plan 232, section 2.39) was a large sub circular pit at least 1.6m long and c. 
60cm deep with six fills situated under room [4] of the villa house and cut by Roman 
foundation trench [2076] described above. The primary fill (2271) was composed of very 
compact dark orange brown clay with small chalk and flint inclusions and charcoal. 
Secondary fill (2283) was a small deposit of very loose chalk blocks (5-10cm) slumped on 
the south side of pit in a layer 15-20cm thick. Above that lay fill (2267) which was 
composed of friable mid-brown loam with 40% chalk inclusions, burnt sarsens and charcoal. 
Middle fill (2208) lies in the bowl of the arc of (2267) and was composed of loose mid-
brown silty loam with 70% 2-3cm chalk inclusions and a small quantity of charcoal.  Fill 
(2171) overlies part of (2208) and (2267) on the south side of the pit and was composed 
of dark brown loam with sarsen blocks. Top fill (2239) contained small amounts of Middle 
Iron Age pottery and animal bone but was not otherwise described. 
 

Cut [2190] (plan 233, section 2.24) circular in plan 28cm in diameter and 30cm in depth. 

Steep sides and rounded base. It was filled by (2192) a loose crumbly dark brown loam 

with small chalk inclusions (15%), with larger (6-8cm) chalk lumps near the base. This was 

a probable posthole. 

 

Cut [2192] (plan 233) although suspected of being a posthole west of the villa, and 

assigned fill (2193), investigation proved that this was a natural feature. 

 

Cut [2194] (plan 238), as with [2192], this suspected post hole under wall [2003] proved 

to be a natural feature when fill (2195) was excavated.  

 

Cut [2197] (no drawings) this feature, to which fill (2198) had been allocated, was 

natural rather than anthropogenic in origin. 

 

Cut [2199] (plan 233, section 2.26) irregular sides and base, roughly 19cm long and 9cm 

wide. Filled by (2200) friable mid-brown silt with angular chalk fragments 1cm in size 

evenly distributed. This was a possible posthole. 

 

Cut [2201] (plan 233, section 2.25) a gradual break with sloping sides and a concave base, 

29cm long and 12cm wide. The cut was filled by (2202) compact mid-brown silt with 

evenly distributed chalk inclusions 1-4cm. This was a possible posthole. 

 



19 
 

Cut [2205] (section 2.19) a shallow linear feature without a proper description. It possibly 

joins cut [2156] and may have been filled by (2157). This was a feature of uncertain 

status, possibly a gully. 

 

Cut [2206] (plan 236, section 2.30) a possible house gully, only in its mid-section did it 

have a distinct profile, being 15cm across and 5cm deep. This cut may have possibly been 

the same as [2162] and [2183]. Filled by (2207) mid-brown friable clay with 50% chalk 

inclusions 2-5cm in maximum diameter. 

 

Cut [2210] (no drawings) investigated in 1999, this proved to be a natural feature when 

fill (2211) was excavated. 

 

Cut [2217] (plan 2.29) a gradual break, irregular sides and pointed base with a maximum 

length of 15cm and 18cm deep. It was filled by (2219) friable mid-brown silt with angular 

chalk inclusions evenly distributed through the context and fragments of charcoal. This was 

a possible posthole. 

 

Cut [2223] (sections 2.22, 2.23) a shallow depression, circular in plan and 1m in diameter, 

gradual break at top and round base. Filled by (2147) friable, light/mid-brown loam and 

60-70% chalk inclusions and large sarsen c 30cm. Underlain by (2154) light brown loam 

with 90% small chalk inclusions, chalk distributed throughout and c 10cm thick. 

 

Cut [2224] (plan 236) oval in plan, 16cm long, 10cm wide and 9cm deep, having a shallow 

slope to the sides and rounded base. The cut was filled by (2225) friable light to mid-brown 

loam with small pieces of chalk making up 5% of fill. This feature was a stakehole or small 

posthole. 

 

Cut [2230] (plan 238, section 2.34) was a pit approximately 118cm in diameter and 75cm 

deep having a sharp, clear break at the top edge and near vertical sides. The pit was 

overlain by layer (2212). Two fills were identified in this pit: (2231) = (2249) and 

(2258) = (2260).  Upper fill (2231) = (2249) was composed of loose light grey-brown soil 

with 50% chalk rubble. The initial fill of the cut was (2258) = (2260), friable brown clay 

loam with chalk inclusions which was described as being dark brown and more clayey on the 

east side of the pit.  

 

Cut [2232] (section number 2.33) sharp break at top, near vertical sides and rounded 

base, 70cm in diameter and 48cm deep. This was filled by (2233) friable mid-brown clay 

loam with 50% chalk inclusions average of 2cm in diameter, charcoal flecks and a few large 

lumps of charcoal. 

 

Cut [2234] = [2263] = [2284] (no drawings) an irregular hollow, probably a clay 

solution hollow, filled by (2235), (2264) and (2285), a tenacious orange clay without 

inclusions. 

 

Cut [2237] (no drawings) although context number (2238) was assigned to the fill of this 
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feature in room [4] of the villa, upon excavation it was determined to be formed by a 

natural indentation in the bedrock. It was considered to be part of layer (2050). 

 

Cut [2244] (plan 239) was a small oval pit under the southwest corner of room [4] inside 

the villa house cut by Roman foundation trench [2076] = [2242] = [2261] described 

above. This shallow depression varied in depth from 2-6cm and held two fills, (2245) and 

(2247). The pit and its fills suggest that it was created deliberately for burning. Upper fill 

(2245) was compact greyish white clayey silt with evenly distributed 5-7cm chalk blocks 

forming 85% of the layer. The lower fill (2247) was loose to friable dark brown loamy clay 

with small pieces of charcoal. The dark hue changed to a more yellowy brown colour at the 

outer edge. This fill was clearly distinct from the upper fill due to the absence of chalk 

pieces although it was only 20-30mm thick. 

 

Cut [2252] (section 2.37) was a circular pit 1.15m in diameter and 1m deep with a bell-

shaped profile. It was situated under wall [2009] and contained three fills.  Primary fill 

(2254) was comprised largely of fourteen large sarsens (varying from30 x 30cm - 60 x 

40cm) in loose, mid-grey clay soil with 5% chalk rubble forming a layer c 1m thick. Some of 

these sarsens were discoloured by fire and there was some charcoal in the same fill. The 

absence of weathering of pit sides suggests the fill was deposited soon after pit was dug 

and uniformity of fill suggests a single event, though whether the sarsens were burnt in situ 

or before deposition is unknown. Secondary fill (2248) was composed of compact chalk 

with some clay in a layer c 10cm thick. Top fill (2148) was made up of friable mid-brown 

clay soil with less than 5% small chalk inclusions. 

 

Cut [2255] (plan 240) originally thought to be a possible pit, with fill (2256), in villa room 

[4], this feature was found to be natural rather than anthropogenic. 

 

Cut [2265] (section 2.38)was a sub circular shallow pit c. 30cm deep and 70 x 40cm wide 
with an asymmetrical profile. It was situated adjacent to and partly under villa house wall 
[2008] in room [3] with a single fill. Fill (2266) was a compact dark brown silty loam 
containing evenly distributed pieces of chalk, most of which were c 5cm in size, with a small 
number of burnt stones. This fill may have been a single deposition event.  
 

Cut [2272] (section 2.44) was an irregular cut having no perceptible top edge break with 

irregular sides and base. The dimensions of this feature were not recorded. The fill of the 

cut (2273) was compact dark brown sticky clay whose finds were limited to a single pottery 

sherd. It was considered to be a possible posthole in room [2]. 

 

Cut [2276] (no drawings) was a rectangular cut 25 - 50cm deep with vertical sides and a 

flat base situated adjacent to villa house wall [2009] in room [4].  It has one fill (2277), 

friable mid-greyish brown silty loam with widespread inclusions of charcoal and lesser 

amounts of chalk and flint fragments. This cut was probably a foundation cut for wall 

[2009].  

 

Cut [2286] (plan 240) was a 68 x 48cm pit with a depth of 15cm located under villa house 

room [3]. The single fill (2287) was a compact yellowish-brown clay loam soil with 
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irregularly shaped chalk inclusions 2cm in size and some small charcoal flecks. There was a 

single large square sarsen stone on top of the fill. 

 

Cut [2290] (section 2.32) was a smaller pit cutting fill (2222) in pit [2178] which is 
discussed above. Pit [2290] held a single fill, (2179), greyish clay with c 80% chalk rubble 
and sarsens 6 -18cm in size and flint nodules 2 - 3cm in size.   
 
Cut [2291] (no drawings) was a context number assigned during the post-excavation 
period to account for the burial cut filled by human skeleton 7 found in layer (2079). 
 

 

LAYERS 

 

Layer (2002) is described above in the section on structure [2001]. 

 

Layer (2004) = (2007) (plan 201), fairly loose medium brown soil with loose building 

material inclusions (tile, mortar and wall plaster), a pocket of charcoal and a single large 

sarsen and a single flagstone. It was thought that this might have originally been a 

flagstone floor. Overlain by topsoil, this layer overlay (2026), (2028), (2029) and 

[2151]. 

 

Layer (2006) (plan 236, section 2.46) was composed of loose dark brown clay deposit with 

inclusions of small mortar gravel plus larger chalk blocks up to 10cm square. Forming a layer 

with a maximum thickness of 10cm, it extended over much of the northwest corner of 

trench 2 but did not overlie sarsen structure [2010].  Layer (2006) overlay wall [2003] and 

layers (2015), (2020), (2023), (2024), (2025) and (2027). This was considered to be 

a destruction layer of possibly Early Medieval date. 

 

Layer [2010] (plan number 200) was a set of sarsen blocks, maximum dimension 40cm, in 

a possible semi-circle in the northwest corner of the trench. It was overlain by topsoil 

(2000) and overlay destruction layer (2020).  

 

Layer (2011) (plan 203) was overlain by topsoil (2000) and overlay layers (2017) and 

(2022). The layer was composed of grainy and friable brownish grey soil mixed with stone 

and chalk pieces up to 10 x 25cm in size. The layer extended over 2m2 in the northeastern 

corner of the trench back to walls [2005] and [2008]. This was interpreted as a layer 

made up of collapsed and deliberately demolished material from the walls. 

 

Layer (2012) (no drawings) was also directly below topsoil (2000). It was composed of 

loose, light brown clay with large (5- 30cm) chalk inclusions and small flints, some of which 

had been struck, and fine (1-5mm) gravel forming a layer up to 30cm thick that covered the 

area defined by walls [2003], [2005], [2008] and [2009], later identified as villa room 

[2]. It overlay layer (2013). This was considered to be a destruction layer of the Early 

Medieval period. 

 

Layer (2013) (no drawings) was beneath layer (2012). It was composed of compact clay 
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loam and 50% mortar, light brown to greyish-brown in colour, with additional inclusions of c 

5% chalk pieces and some charcoal forming a deposit 20-25cm thick. The excavator 

indicated it was especially dense in the area between rooms [1] and [2], where further 

inclusions of painted wall plaster were noted in the layer. It overlay layer (2014) described 

below.  This was considered to be a destruction layer of the Early Medieval period. 

 

Layer (2014) (no drawings) was overlain by layer (2013) and overlay layer (2085) 

described below. 

This layer formed a surface up to 5cm thick of hard packed chalk, white to grey in colour, 

composed of weathered chalk and chalk rubble up to 5 x 5cm in size found in villa room [2]. 

This was interpreted as being a packed chalk floor for this room. 

 

Layer (2015) (no drawings) lay beneath destruction layer (2006) and outside villa house 

wall [2003].  It overlies fill (2094) of Iron Age pit [2093] on the west side of the 

trench. This layer was composed of firm brown loam with mixed size chalk pieces up to 

2cm3 as inclusions.  10-15cm2 sarsens stones were also present in the layer. This was 

interpreted as a destruction layer from the third century AD. A note on the context sheet by 

the excavator suggests that this layer may have been the same as layer (2020) discussed 

below. 

 

Layer (2016) (plan 216) was a destruction layer within room [1], lying directly below the 
topsoil (2000) and overlying layer (2028). The layer was a mixture of mortar, gravel and 
chalk inclusions up to 4cm in diameter, and had a maximum thickness of 10cm. This layer 
extends over the area between the baulk and wall [2005] down to the sarsen structure of 
the wall. It also contained much building debris, including ceramic and stone roof tile and 
construction nails. The excavator described it as being similar to layer (2011) discussed 
above.  
 
Layer (2017) (section 2.46)was a heavy, compact clay-rich soil, with chalk, flint and sarsen 
inclusions and much building debris such as brick, nails, ceramic and stone roof tile forming 
a layer 25-30cm thick in room [4]. It was overlain by layer (2011) and overlay layer 
(2030).    
 
Layer (2019) – see Structure [2001]. 
 
Layer (2020) (plans 200, 203 and 205) was made up of brown loam of medium friability 
having numerous small chalk inclusions and occasional larger chalk inclusions up to 2cm2 in 
size extending over the northwest corner of the trench.  Other inclusions in the layer 
included numerous stone tiles. As shown on plan 200, multiple large sarsens lay on the 
upper surface of this layer. This was interpreted as a third century AD destruction layer. 
 
Layer (2021) = (2032) (shown on section 2.41 as (2032)) was a small patch of grey clay 
with some inclusions of chalk and mortar gravel and other building materials in the centre of 
room [2]. This layer was no more than 5cm thick.  It was overlain by layer (2013) and 
overlies layers (2014) and (2086).  
 
Layer (2022) (section 2.48) located within room [3], this layer represents another 
destruction layer and consists of a generally friable grey-orange clay mix with large chalk 
and flint inclusions, c. 0.30m thick. It covered an area approximately 4x5m in size and 
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continued beneath the baulk. It lay underneath layer (2011) and overlaid surface 
(2037). It contained large amounts of building debris (stone roof tiles, nails, over 1kg of 
ceramic tile, wall plaster and chalk from the original walls).  
 
Layer (2023) (plans 203 and 205) overlain by layer (2006), this layer was composed of 
friable light brown sandy soil with chalk inclusions up to 1cm2 and several sarsen stones 30-
40cm2 in size. This layer lay to the west of wall [2003] and may be related to a collapsed 
or robbed area of that wall. The soil matrix has similarities with layer (2006), however it is 
more compact, darker and has larger chalk inclusions.  
 
Layer (2024) = (2079) (plans 203 and 205, section 2.09) was dark brown to light greyish 
brown clay loam with numerous inclusions of chalk and stone; also present were numerous 
sarsens, some of which were red in colour as if burned. This layer contained the main 
concentration of large sarsens in the north-western portion of the trench although they 
occurred throughout the layer. This layer was at least 12cm deep. It was overlain by layers 
(2006) and (2015).  Although context (2024) was not fully removed, (2079) overlay pits 
[2104] and [2123], irregular hollow  hole [2106] and natural layer (2026). 
 
Layer (2025) (plans 203 and 205) was friable grey loam with chalk inclusions 1-3cm2 in 
size making up 40% of the layer which extended c 15cm from the base of wall [2003], a 
structure to which it ran parallel in room [4]. It was overlain by destruction layer (2006). It 
is possible it was also part of the fill for cut [2031], the foundation trench for wall 
[2003].   
 
Layer (2027) (no drawings) was a 10cm deep spread of dark brown loam with chalk 
inclusions generally of 0.5cm2  size and a limited number of sarsen blocks up to 10cm in size. 
Overlain by destruction layer (2006), this layer was to the west of wall [2003].  It 
overlay layer (2079). 
 
Layer (2028) = (2049) (no drawings) found in room [1], this destruction layer was 
overlain by layer (2007) and overlay fill (2096) and natural (2026).  It was made up of 
fairly hard, compact pale grey clay soil with loose chalk inclusions in the area between the 
baulk and wall [2005]. Human infant skeleton <2> was found in this layer. 
 
Layer (2037) = (2078) (section 2.48) was thought to be the opus signinum floor of room 
[3], this 8cm thick layer of hard, yellowish clay loam with inclusions of 2-3mm chalk and 
charcoal and 30-50mm flint. It was overlain by destruction layers (2011) and (2022) 
and overlay layers (2053) and (2088).  It was cut by pit [2035]. The area initially 
identified as layer (2078) was a thin lens of friable dark brown loam with charcoal 
inclusions within (2037) probably representing an episode of burning. 
 
Layer (2039) (plan 212) was a 30cmthick layer of fairly compact dark brown clayey soil 
with approximately 20% small chalk lumps up to 2cm in diameter and abutted wall [2018] 
in the northeast corner of room[4]. It extended c. 1m towards the centre of the room. Its 
relationship to layer (2050) was unclear. 
 
Layer (2044) (plan 215) was a dark brown fine-textured soil, 0.3m thick, with sarsen and 
chalk inclusions which abutted wall [2018]. This was overlain by topsoil (2000) and 
overlay layer (2073). 
 
Layer (2050) = (2238) = (2256) (sections 2.46 and 2.48 as (2050)) which extends over 
the northern side of room [4], was a compact loamy soil with chalk, charcoal and mortar 
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inclusions. The charcoal content in the layer increased towards the southern wall of the 
room [2009]. It was beneath layer (2017) and was cut by foundation trench [2076]. 
As noted above, after excavation cuts [2237] and [2255] and their respective fills 
(2238) and (2256) were redefined as part of this layer. 
 
Layer (2053) = (2054) = [2051] = (2052) = [2042] = (2043)(plan 221 as (2043), 
section 2.48 as (2053) and (2054)) was made up of 75% large chalk blocks and 25% hard 
greyish silty loam, c. 8cm thick and extending over half of room [3]. A 1m diameter lens of 
black to dark brown loose clay soil with charcoal was initially assigned context number 
(2054) but was later interpreted as part of layer (2053).  The layer was beneath layer 
(2037) and overlies layer (2060). It was interpreted as a possible packed mortar floor 
surface underlying the foundation course of wall [2005]. 
 
Layer (2059) (plans 214 and 226) was a compact dark soil which covered an area c. 1.2 x 
1.3m by 35cm deep next to wall [2009] in room [4]. Large sarsens up to 80 x 45 x 20cm 
or 60 x 70 x 20cm were present in the layer. Layer (2059) was overlain by layer (2050) 
and overlies pit [2101]. 
 
Layer (2060) = (2089) (plans 219 and 227) was an extensive deposit covering the whole 
of room [3] and could be the same building phase as layer (floor) (2085) in room [2] 
discussed below. It was made up of a crumbly dark brownish loam with 40% chalk 
inclusions with lesser amounts of sarsen and flint. It was overlain by layer (2037) (see 
above) and overlay natural (2026). The layer number (2060) described above was also 
used for the fill of four burial cuts [2125], [2127], [2128] and [2129], as at the time of 
digging the cuts were almost impossible to identify, so no separate fill numbers were 
assigned. 
 
Layer (2070) (plans 212 and 214) was an 80mm thick dark loamy soil with 60% chalk 
inclusions between 15-25mm in size extending over an area 1m2 in room [4]. The excavator 
noted the presence of sarsens and burnt sarsens in this layer. It was beneath layer (2017) 
and overlay layer (2050). 
 
Layer (2073) (no drawings) was outside of the villa, in the northeast corner of the trench 
and to the north of wall [2018]. It consisted of a compact yellowish brown clay loam, 0.3m 
thick covering a triangular area c. 0.6 x 0.4 x 0.5m. It was overlaid by layer (2044) and 
overlay the natural (2026). 
 
Layer (2085) = (2090) = (2103) = (2110) = (2174) (plan 224) represents the floor of 
room [2], running throughout the centre of the room. It consists of a mixture of compacted 
chalk and dark soil, very irregular and varying in thickness from 1 -15cm, along outer wall 
[2003].  It was overlain by layer (2032) and cut by pits [2118] and [2133], posthole 
[2120], possible posthole [2131] and linear cut [2141] that are described above. 
 
Layer (2086) (no drawings) a hard, light brown gritty matrix with small inclusions of chalk 
and flint nodules running across the entire west wall of room [2] and part of its south wall. 
The layer extends roughly 10cm into the room from these walls and varies in thickness from 
3-10cm. It was overlain by layer (2032) overlies wall foundation [2109]. 
 
Layer (2087) (no drawings) was composed of loose mid-grey chalky rubble with less than 
1% sarsen pieces 5-10cm in size. It lay beneath layer (2032) and overlay layer (2086). 
It was interpreted as a lens of burning within layer (2086). 
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Layer (2088) = (2097) (plan 211) was a made up of compact dark loam soil with 60% 
chalk inclusions c 10mm in size forming a layer 7.5cm thick and covering an area 160 x 
75cm in room [3] abutting wall [2009]. It was overlain by layer (2037) and overlay 
layer (2060) = (2089). As context number (2097), the layer abutted wall [2005] at 
the opposite side of the room and was reported as being overlain by layer (2053) while 
still overlying layer (2060). 
 
Layer (2108) (no drawings) was described as tenacious compact mid-orangish brown clay 
silt with 40% chalk rubble less than 5cm in size forming  a layer no more than 4cm thick in 
an area 15 x 30cm. This lens of material was overlain by layer (2020) and overlay layer 
(2024). 
 
Layer (2111) (no drawings) lay outside of the villa area in the west corner of the north 
side of the trench. Overlain by layer (2024), it was made up of compact mid-greyish black 
silt with 30-40% chalk inclusions of less than 5cm size. The layer appeared as patches of 20 
x 35cm size and 6-8cm thickness beneath sarsens found in this area.  
 
Layer (2146) (no drawings) was a context number used in 1999 to describe all backfill 
from the 1998 excavation season.  
 
Layer (2155) (no drawings) was the cleaning context to the west of the villa wall [2003] 
in 1999 overlying layer (2024) from the 1998 season. 
 
Layer (2170) (no drawings) lay underneath the sarsen stones of wall [2009] covering an 
area of 0.60 x 2.40m.  The minimum thickness was 1cm, though no maximum was noted by 
the excavator.  The yellow-brown mortar, soil and chalk mix overlay layer (2185). It may 
represent a backfill to level wall footings beneath wall [2009].   
 
Layer (2173) (no drawings) was a general cleaning context number for the area in room 
[2] to the west of walls [2008] and [2009] in 1999. 
 
Layer (2176) = (2214) (no drawings) was located in villa room [2]. It was described as 
dark greyish compact soil with 70% chalk inclusions forming a layer 7.5-12.5cm thick which 
overlay layer (2215). 
 
Layer (2180) (no drawings)was a context number assigned in the 1999 excavation season 
to 1998 backfill in the area south of pit (2123). 
 
Layer (2185) (plan 232) was described as compact chalk rubble backfill used to level wall 
footing sarsens beneath wall [2009]. 
 
Layer (2212) (section 2.34) was made up of friable light brown silt with 1-5cm2 chalk 
inclusions which was located to the west of the villa overlying pit [2230]. It was noted by 
the excavator that this was one of several layers in this area. 
 
Layer (2213) (no drawings) was an unexcavated layer in room [2] which was described as 
being square to both wall [2203] and wall [2005]. 
 
Layer (2215) (no drawings) located throughout the west side of room [2], this compact 
light brown loam with 60% chalk 5-15cm inclusions was overlain by layer (2176) = 
(2214). It overlay natural (2026). 
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Layer (2240) (plan 236, section 2.34) was composed of compact reddish-brown clay with 
15% small chalk inclusions. It had a thickness of 12cm where it was cut by pit [2230]. It 
was overlain by layer (2212). 
 
Layer (2251) (no drawings) was described as a layer of shattered bedrock in room [4] 
underlying rectangular cut feature [2242] although not a fill of the feature. 
 
Layer (2270) (sections 2.36 and 2.46) overlain by layer (2215), this was described as a 
dump of chalk. 
 
Layer (2278) (no drawings) composed of dark brown compact soil with small chalk and 
flint inclusions; this layer was overlain by layer (2017). It was a c. 30 x 80cm rectangular 
area which was 5cm thick. 
 
Layer (2288) (section 2.48) overlain by layer (2050) and overlying natural (2026), this 
layer of chalk rubble was located in villa room [4]. 
 
Layer (2289) (section 2.48) no physical description was recorded for this layer, which was 
located in room [3]. It was overlain by layer (2060) and overlay natural (2026). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


