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Section 3.4.17 Trench 17 physical description by context 
 

Trench 17 was placed to run along the length of the western outer villa wall. It ran 
from the north side of trench 12 to the southwestern edge of trench 2. It was cut 
into two segments by the western end of trench 11. The southern segment was c. 
3.8m in length while the northern one varied from c. 3.8m to more than 5m due to 
the angular intersection with the southwestern edge of earlier trench 2. No context 
number was assigned to the natural as the trench was not excavated to that depth. 
 
 

Context Number Type Description Fill of Period 

17000 layer topsoil  MODERN 

17001 cut robber pit  ?EARLY MEDIEVAL 

17002 fill  17001 ?EARLY MEDIEVAL 

17003 layer destruction layer  L3-4 

17004 layer destruction layer  L3-4 

17005 layer destruction layer  L3-4 

17006 layer destruction layer  L3-4 

17007 layer floor surface  C3 

17008 layer destruction layer  L3-4 

 
 
 
Field drawings within the site archive: 
 
Plan 1701: (17008) 
Plan 1702: (17008) 
Plan 2209: (17005), (17006) and [22015] 
Plan 2210: (17004), [22005], [22012] and [22013] 
 
There are no section drawings of trench 17 in the site archive.  
 
TOPSOIL 
Layer (17000) was the topsoil. No physical description of this layer was recorded. 
 
CUT 
Cut [17001] (no drawing) was overlain by the topsoil (17000) and cut through 
destruction layer (17003). It appears to be a continuation of the robber pit 
investigated in trench 11 as cut [11015].  It had a single fill (17002 = 11016), a 
yellow brown clay-loam with very occasional small chalk inclusions.  
 
LAYERS 
All of these layers were directly below topsoil (17000). 
 
Layer (17003) (no drawing) lay to the north of wall [22015]. It consisted of 
chalk rubble with occasional sarsens. It was cut by robber pit [17001] as discussed 
above. It was interpreted as a destruction layer.  
 
Layer (17004) (plan 2210) lay to the south of wall [22015]. No physical 
description of this layer appears on the context sheet. It was interpreted as a 
destruction layer. 
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Layer (17005) (plans 2209 and 2211) lay to the north of wall [22015]. No 
physical description of this layer appears on the context sheet. It was interpreted as 
a destruction layer. 
 
Layer (17006) (plan 2209) lay to the south of wall [22015]. No physical 
description of this layer appears on the context sheet. It was interpreted as a 
destruction layer. 
 
Layer (17007) (plan 2210) was an area c. 104 x 40cm, bounded on the north by 
foundation trench [22012], the south by the southern baulk of trench 17, the 
east by western baulk of trench 11 and the west by layer (17004). It was 
composed of crushed pieces of orange\red pottery and opus signinum which enabled 
it to be distinguished from mortar. It was interpreted as a section of Roman floor 
surface.  
 
Layer (17008) (plans 1701 and 1702) was composed of chalk rubble in a matrix of 
medium brown loam. A lens of charcoal 10cm wide lay within this context.  A 
complete broken pot, iron nails, and human remains comprising a fragment of left 
femur and a fragment of skull were also recovered in this destruction layer. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 


