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Section 3.4.16 Trench 16 physical description by context 
 
Trench 16 was oriented northeast-southwest and was positioned so as to fully encompass 
the eastern wall of the villa and extend beyond it in both directions. The overall length of 
this trench was c. 29m, however, it is best conceptualised as a series of four segments 
rather than a single cut feature due to the presence of four trenches (11, 12, 13 and 14) 
running perpendicular to, and cutting through, trench 16. Starting at the southern end 
where it abutted trench 12, the first section of the trench extended c. 8m to the point where 
it met the southern edge of trench 11. The second segment of the trench ran from the 
northern edge of trench 11 for a distance of c. 8m to the southern edge of trench 13. The 
third portion of trench 16 extended from the northern edge of trench 13 for c. 8m to the 
southern edge of trench 14. The final segment of the trench ran northwards from the 
northern edge of trench 14 for a further distance of 5m. Trench 18 abutted the north 
western edge of the first portion (as described here) of trench 16 and trench 19 abutted the 
south western edge of the second segment of trench 16. The villa wall lying in trench 16 
was identified with structure numbers associated with trench 22. As the trench was not 
excavated to bedrock, no context number was assigned to the natural layer. 
 

Context Number Type Description Fill of Phase 

16000 layer topsoil  MODERN 

16001 layer destruction layer  L3-4 

16002 layer destruction layer  L3-4 

16003 layer destruction layer  L3-4 

16004 layer destruction layer  L3-4 

16005 layer destruction layer  L3-4 

16006 layer destruction layer  L3-4 

16007 layer destruction layer  L3-4 

16008 layer destruction layer  L3-4 

16009 layer destruction layer  L3-4 

16010 cut   UN 

16011 fill  16010 UN 

16012 fill  16010 UN 

16013 fill  16010 UN 

 

 
Field drawings within the site archive:  
 
There are no plans of trench 16 as such, but some trench 16 features appear on trench 22 
plans:  
 
Plan 2201: (16006)  
Plan 2202: (16005) and (16006)  
Plan 2203: (16008), [16010], (16011) and (16012)  
Plan 2204: (16007) and (16008)  
 
Section 16.01: [16010], (16011), (16012) and (16013)  
 
 
 
 



2 
 

TOPSOIL  
Layer (16000) was assigned to the topsoil in all segments of trench 16. The thickness of 
this layer varied from 10-20cm. Small finds in the topsoil included SF 1257, 2 glass 
fragments, and SF 1010, a worked bone needle, along with the following iron artefacts: 34 
nails, 17 hobnails, 3 cleats, 3 objects, 2 binding strips, 1 strip, 1 bar, 1 tool and 1 ring. 
Romano-British ceramic finds consisted of 579 pottery sherds with a total weight of 5,565gm 
and 1.44kg of ceramic tile. A fragment of a human infant’s right femur was found in this 
layer along with an unquantified assemblage of animal bone.  
 
CUT  
Cut [16010] (plan 2203, section 16.01) was a cut c. 24cm in width on the north west side 
of the junction of structure [22006], the east villa wall, and internal villa wall structure 
[2005 = 13017 = 22016]. This cut was defined by the presence of a layer of ceramic 
tiles which were left in situ. Fill (16011), the top fill, was present between the ceramic tiles 
and contained two animal bones. This overlaid fill (16012), a 1cm thick layer of red clay 
without artefacts. The basal fill of this feature, (16013), was composed of loose and 
crumbly light brown clay with many small chalk inclusions but no artefacts. This cut was an 
irregularly shaped feature lined with ceramic tiles abutting two villa walls whose function 
was uncertain.  
 
LAYERS  
Layer (16001) (no drawings) was a layer of soil, stone and stone fragments with many 
inclusions of mortar overlain by the topsoil (16000), extending southwards from the north 
villa wall structure [22009], on the west side of the eastern villa wall, structure 
[22006], and lying to the north of structure [13017 = 2005]. The layer was 5-8cm thick 
and overlaid layer (16008). Small finds in the layer included SF 1041, a worked bone peg, 
and multiple iron finds including 22 nails, 3 strips and 3 objects. 7 sherds, 49g, of Romano-
British pottery and 11 animal bones also came from this layer.  
This was interpreted as a destruction layer.  
 
Layer (16002) (no drawings) was a 4-8cm thick layer of soil, small stones and degraded 
mortar fragments under the topsoil (16000) that lay over structure [22000], the part of 
the east villa wall where it intersected structure [22003]. The approximate position of this 
layer would have been to the north of the wall intersection, possibly in the eastern part of 
the area of trench 19. The only small finds were two iron nails. The ceramic assemblage 
from this layer consisted of 23 sherds, 94g, of Romano-British pottery and 0.28kg of ceramic 
tile. 30 animal bones were recovered from the layer.  
This was interpreted as a destruction layer.  
 
Layer (16003) (no drawings) was a layer of soil with stone inclusions directly below the 
topsoil (16000) that lay over a wall and rubble directly under the topsoil, probably to the 
south of villa wall structure [22003] and layer (16002), presumably in the eastern area 
of trench 18. Small find SF 1501, a piece of worked bone, possibly a tool, was the only non-
iron object in the layer. Iron finds included 4 nails, 4 hobnails, 4 cleats and 2 strips. A 
relatively large ceramic assemblage in this layer consisted of 194 sherds, 1,374g, of 
Romano-British pottery and 0.47kg of ceramic tile. Similarly, the 163 animal bones that were 
recovered were far more numerous than the bones in the other destruction layers directly 
below the topsoil. This was also interpreted as being a destruction layer.  
 
Layer (16004) (no drawings) the only physical description of this layer appears on the 
context sheet for layer (16002) where it was noted that the underlying layer contained 
“more substantial evidence of ‘destruction” than (16002). The location of this layer must 
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therefore be expected to approximate that of layer (16002) as described above. Small finds 
in layer (16004) included SF 1068, two fragments of window glass and SF 1131, a glass 
vessel fragment. More mundane small finds in the layer consisted of 12 iron nails and 2 iron 
strips. Ceramics in the layer included 15 sherds, 133g, of Romano-British pottery and 0.09kg 
of ceramic tile. The animal bone assemblage consisted of 16 bones. Layer (16004) was 
interpreted as a destruction layer.  
 
Layer (16005) (plan 2202) was overlain by layer (16002). The plan shows this layer was 
located to the west of structures [22006] and [22017], south of rubble spread layer 
(13002) and north of the north eastern corner of trench 19. As with layer (16004), a 
comment on the context sheet for layer (16002) suggests that this layer was composed of 
coarser rubble than was found in (16002). The small finds assemblage consisted of SF 
1105, a worked bone peg, SF 1143, a glass vessel fragment and three iron nails. Pottery 
finds in the layer were composed of 27 sherds, 192gm, of Romano-British wares. 25 animal 
bones were also recovered from this layer. This was another destruction layer.  
 
Layer (16006) (plans 2201 and 2202) was a layer that extended from the north edge of 
trench 11 to the south edge of trench 13 on the east side of structures [22006] and 
[22017], external to the villa, and was overlain by layer (16004). Small finds were all 
made of iron and included 6 nails, 1 hobnail, 1 strip and 1 object. 17 sherds, 130gm, of 
Romano-British pottery and 2kg of ceramic tile came from this layer. Although only 12 
animal bones were recovered in layer (16006), one of these was identified as coming from 
a mule. This was also interpreted as a destruction layer.  
 
Layer (16007) (plan 2204) ran from the north edge of trench 13 to the south edge of 
trench 14 along the eastern side of structure [22006 = 22008], and was overlain by 
layer (16001). This layer would have been outside of the villa. Small finds were limited to 
5 iron nails and 1 iron fragment. The pottery assemblage consisted of 45 sherds, 214gm, of 
Romano-British ware. 0.11kg of ceramic tile and 31 sherds, 4.0kg, of stone tile were also 
excavated. The animal bone assemblage was limited to 7 pieces. This was another 
destruction layer.  
 
Layer (16008) (plans 2203 and 2204) this was a layer extending from the north edge of 
trench 13 to the south edge of trench 14 along the west side (internal side) of villa wall 
structure [22006 = 22008] below layer (16001). The layer contained chalk blocks and 
large spreads of chalk and mortar gravels within a yellow-brown loamy soil. A worked bone 
gouge, SF 1072, was accompanied in the layer by 3 iron nails, 1 iron strip and 1 small iron 
fragment. 6 sherds, 223gm, of Romano-British pottery were found. Building materials 
included 0.19kg of ceramic tile and 2 sherds, 0.61kg of stone tile. One of the pieces of stone 
tile was perforated. 6 animal bones completed the artefact assemblage from this layer. This 
was interpreted as a destruction layer.  
 
Layer (16009) (no drawings) Little information was recorded about this context other than 
that it was within an area called trench sector 16L and was overlain by layer (16007). This 
means it lay to the south of the north villa wall structure [22009], north of structure 
[13017 = 2005] and east of villa wall structure [22006 = 22008]. The only small find 
was a single iron nail. 3 small sherds of Romano-British pottery, total weight 15gm, and 7 
animal bones were the only other artefacts found in this layer. This was interpreted as a 
destruction layer within the villa. 
 
 
 


