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Section 3.4.15 Trench 15 physical description by context 

 

Trench 15 was the most southerly of the series of five parallel trenches oriented northwest-

southeast in the centre of the hillfort to define the extent of the villa and was positioned 

approximately 20m to the south of the south villa wall. It was c. 65m in length and had both 

1m and 2m wide sections, as shown on Plan 1501. There is no record of the grid readings 

for the east or west ends of the trench and no photographs were taken, so it is impossible 

to fully describe the position of the features or layers discussed below. As it was quickly 

apparent once the topsoil was stripped that there were no structures related to the villa, the 

trench was not fully excavated. 

 

Context Number Type Description Fill of Phase 

15000 layer topsoil 

 

MODERN 

15001 layer bedrock 
 

UN 

15002 layer subsoil  

 

C3 

15003 layer   

 

C3 

15004 layer   
 

UN 

15005 cut ?posthole 

 

UN 

15006 fill 
 

15005 UN 

15007 cut ?posthole 

 

UN 

15008 fill 
 

15007 UN 

15009 cut ?posthole 

 

UN 

15010 fill 

 

15009 UN 

15011 cut ?posthole 
 

UN 

15012 fill 

 

15011 UN 

 

Field drawings within the site archive: 

Plan 1501: (15004), [15005], (15006), [15007], (15008), [15009], (15010), [15011] and 

(15012) 

 

There are no section drawings from trench 15. 

TOPSOIL 

Layer (15000) was composed of organic soil and covered the entire trench. The topsoil 

was mechanically stripped. Small finds from the topsoil included 2 copper alloy objects, 1 

copper alloy coin (SF 777), 1 lead lump, 1 flint tool (SF 789), 1 worked bone awl (SF 783), 8 

iron nails, 8 iron objects, 6 iron strips, 2 iron tools (SF 779 and 787), 2 iron hobnails, 2 iron 

bars, 1 iron point, 1 iron cleat, 1 iron block, 1 iron ring, 1 iron pin (SF 785), and 1 iron 

tweezers (SF 786).  401 sherds, 3,325gm of Romano-British pottery was found, with sherds 

coming from all but the eastern 10m of the trench. 6 pieces of stone tile with at total weight 

of 1.35kg was found, though no ceramic tile was present. The numerous animal bones 

recovered in the topsoil were not quantified, but in order of frequency represented 

sheep/goat, cattle and horse, and were unusual for the site by the absence of pig bones in 

the assemblage. 
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NATURAL 

Layer (15001) was the chalk bedrock. 

 

CUTS 

Cut [15005] (plan 1501) was an irregularly shaped ovoid feature c. 30 x 36cm in size 

centred at trench coordinates 80.9, 145.3, which was subject only to surface examination. It 

was overlain by layer (15003). Fill (15006) was a compacted brown silty loam with small 

sandstone, chalk and sarsen stone inclusions. Excavated only to a depth of 3cm, the only 

recovered artefacts were 5 animal bones. This was interpreted as a possible posthole. 

 

Cut [15007] (plan 1501) was an irregularly shaped ovoid feature c. 34 x 50cm in size 

centred at trench coordinates 82.1, 146.2, which was only partially excavated. It was 

overlain by layer (15003). Filled by (15008), light brown compact loamy clay with small 

chalk and sarsen stone inclusions, no artefacts were recovered from within the first 3cm of 

this layer, which was the limit of excavation. This was interpreted as a possible posthole. 

 

Cut [15009] (plan 1501) was an ovoid feature c. 32  x 38cm in size, centred at trench 

coordinates 81.6, 145.3, which was only excavated to a depth of 3cm; no artefacts were 

found. It was overlain by layer (15003). Fill (15010), a compacted layer of light brown 

loam, was described as overlaying a layer of sticky yellowish clay which was not given a 

separate context number. This feature was interpreted as a possible posthole. 

 

Cut [15011] (plan 1501) was an irregularly shaped feature centred at trench coordinates 

82.1, 146.7, and was c. 60 x 40cm in size. This feature was overlain by layer (15003); it 

may have cut into layer (15004). No physical description was recorded for fill (15012) 

and no finds were associated with it. This cut was interpreted as a possible posthole. 

LAYERS 

Layer (15002) (no drawings) was lighter brown in colour than the topsoil (15000) which 

lay directly above it, and it overlay layer (15003), described below. This layer was visible 

in the eastern 20m of the trench. All small finds in this layer were made of iron, and 

included SF 904, a half-circle shaped plate. Other small finds included 5 miscellaneous 

objects too corroded for identification, 3 strips, 2 nails, 1 sharp point, 1 bar and 1 plate. 64 

sherds, 486gm, of prehistoric pot and 240 sherds, 1,678gm, of Romano-British pot came 

from this context; 0.13kg of ceramic tile was also found. 141 animal bones, including 4 pig 

bones from the trench area 10-20m from the eastern trench end, were recovered. Layer 

(15002) was a subsoil layer. 

 

Layer (15003) (no drawings) was a layer of pale brown silty clay with inclusions of flecks 

and small fragments of chalk with a small proportion of larger chalk pieces overlain by layer 

(15002); it was centred at trench grid 82, 119. A group of small to medium sized sarsen 

blocks that was observed may have marked the location of another feature, though this was 

not confirmed through excavation. The excavator thought that this layer might have been 

the source of many of the artefacts found in layers (15000) and (15002). No small finds 
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were removed from this layer, but the context sheet mentions the presence of many iron 

fragments including hobnails being visible on the surface of the layer. 15 sherds of 

prehistoric pot with a total weight of only 88gm and 44 sherds, 257gm, of Romano-British 

pottery were excavated in this layer. 44 animal bones also came from this context. The 

excavator thought this layer might be a structure, but this theory would need to be 

confirmed through excavation.  

 

Layer (15004) (plan 1501) was composed of silty brown loam with numerous small and 

medium pieces of chalk, sarsen and sandstone under layer (15003) and cut by all of the 

cut features listed above. Although the context sheet notes pieces of black pottery visible on 

the surface of this layer, the layer was not excavated.  No interpretation was made for this 

unexcavated layer. 

 

 

 

 

 


