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Section 3.4.13 Trench 13 physical description by context 

 

Trench 13, excavated in 2000, was oriented southeast-northwest in the central area of the 

hillfort and lay between trenches 11, to the southwest, and trench 14, to the northeast. 

Trench 13 was placed so as to reveal the full extent of the internal villa wall located earlier 

in trench 2 separating room 1 from rooms 2 and 3 and to expose the intersection of this wall 

with the east villa wall. The western end of the trench was defined by the earlier south-

western limit of trench 2 and therefore ran on a southeast-northwest diagonal for a distance 

of 2.7m at the intersection with the earlier trench. As a result, the trench was 56m long on 

its southern side and 54m long on its west side. The eastern 37m of the trench was 1m 

wide and was located on the southern side of the trench while the western portion of the 

trench was 2m in width.  

 

Context Number Type Description Fill of Phase 

13000 layer topsoil 

 

MODERN 

13001 layer bedrock 
 

UN 

13002 layer destruction layer 

 

ROM+ 

13003 cut ?pit 

 

?MIA 

13004 fill 
 

13003 ?MIA 

13005 cut ?pit 

 

?MIA 

13006 fill 
 

13005 ?MIA 

13007 cut ?pit 

 

?MIA 

13008 fill 

 

13007 ?MIA 

13009 cut ?pit 
 

?MIA 

13010 fill 

 

13009 ?MIA 

13011 layer   
 

UN 

13012 layer surface 

 

UN 

13013 cut ?pit 
 

?MIA 

13014 fill 

 

13013 ?MIA 

13015 cut ?pit 

 

?ROM 

13016 fill 
 

13015 C3 

13017 structure wall 

 

L1-2 

13018 cut ?pit 
 

UN 

13019 fill 

 

13018 UN 

13020 layer destruction layer 

 

ROM+ 

13021 cut ?pit 
 

UN 

13022 fill 

 

13021 UN 

 

Field drawings within the site archive: 

Plan 1301: (13002) and [13017] 

Plan 1302: (13002) 

Plan 1303: [13021] and (13022) 

Plan 1304: [13018] and (13019) 

Plan 1305: [13013] and (13014) 

Plan 1306: [13005] and (13006) 



2 
 

Plan 1307: (13002), [13003], (13004), [13007], (13008), [13015] and (13016) 

 

There are no section drawings of trench 13 in the site archive.  

 

TOPSOIL 

The topsoil was designated layer (13000); its composition was not recorded. 

NATURAL 

Layer (13001) was composed of chalk bedrock and extended under the entire trench. 

STRUCTURE 

Structure [13017] = Structure [2005] (Plan 1301) was visible on the north side of the 

trench from the western limit of the trench for c.1.5m eastwards and extended c. 0.3-0.4m 

into the trench. The structure was defined by a spread of plaster/mortar and square or 

rectangular stone blocks generally 10-20cm on a side. This was interpreted as being an 

internal villa wall. 

CUTS 

Cut [13003] (Plan 1307) was an unexcavated ovoid feature extending 1.28m into the 

trench and continuing under the northern edge of the trench approximately 16m from the 

eastern trench end. The width of the feature varied from 0.30m-1.73m, with the maximum 

width occurring at the trench edge. 6 sarsens were scattered on fill (13004), but did not 

form a convincing “cap” as seen on some pits at the site as they only covered roughly 15% 

of the surface. This was considered a possible pit. 

 

Cut [13005] (Plan 1306) was an unexcavated circular feature c. 85cm in diameter near the 

centre of the trench approximately 18m from the eastern end. The soil and chalk fill 

(13006) included a layer of large chalk lumps, sarsen and pottery sherds which seemed to 

cap the feature. All visible artefacts were left in situ. This was considered to be a possible 

pit. 

 

Cut  [13007] (Plan 1307) was an unexcavated ovoid feature located approximately 17m 

from the western end of the trench and projecting 44cm from the southern trench edge with 

a maximum width of 86cm. Its fill (13008) was a mixture of soil and chalk. This feature 

was interpreted as being a possible pit. 

 

Cut [13009] (no plan) was an unexcavated circular feature c. 80cm in diameter located c. 

20m from the western trench end and near the southern trench edge. Fill (13010), 

composed of soil and chalk, had pieces of pottery and sarsen on its surface, though no 

artefacts were removed from the fill. 

This was interpreted as being a possible pit. 

 

Cut [13013] (Plan 1305) was an unexcavated feature, possibly c. 60cm in diameter, 

located in the centre of the trench c. 12.5m from its eastern end. The cut was not visible, 

but its presence was suggested by the placement of two sarsen blocks, c. 30cm wide, next 

to each other in fill (13014). This feature was a possible pit. 
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Cut [13015] (Plan 1307) was visible across the full 2m width of the trench between 14 and 

15m from the west trench edge. The eastern edge of the feature was more clearly defined 

than the western limit. Fill (13016) was a brown clayey loam. Originally thought to be a 

cut, this was interpreted as probably being a dip in the underlying natural layer which had 

filled with subsoil and artefacts rather than a manmade feature.  

Cut [13018] (Plan 1304) was an unexcavated feature without a clearly defined cut, but 

suggested by a spread of sarsen stones generally covering the 1m width of the trench for an 

area of approximately 1.5m in length lying c. 10m from the eastern end of the trench. The 

sarsen stones, mainly 20-30cm in size, were part of fill (13019). This was interpreted as a 

possible pit.  

 

Cut [13021] (Plan 1303) was an unexcavated 1m wide semi-circular feature c. 1-2m from 

the eastern end of the trench, projecting c. 40cm from the southern trench edge. The cut 

was not clearly defined. Sarsen and chalk stones on the surface of fill (13022) covering 

roughly 50% of the area helped to define the feature. This was interpreted as a possible pit. 

LAYERS 

Layer (13002) (Plans 1301, 1302, 1307 and 2203) a destruction layer visible in the 

western 18m of the trench and surrounding structure [13017] and cuts [13003], 

[13005], [13007] and [13015]. No physical description of the layer was recorded. 

 

Layer (13011) (no drawings) was overlain by the topsoil, layer (13000) and was cut by 

possible pits [13003], [13005], [13007], [13009] and [13015], although this last 

was probably a natural feature as discussed above. The layer was composed of friable 

brownish white chalky soil and extended over most of the trench. 

Layer (13012) (no drawings) lay directly beneath the topsoil layer (13000) and was a 

compact though friable chalk surface c. 8m in length near the south central area of the 

trench. It was interpreted as a possible surface. 

Layer (13020) (Plan 2203) was a destruction layer visible to the south of the junction of 

trenches 16, which followed the southern east-west villa wall, and trench 13. 

 


