
1 
 

Section 3.4.12 Trench 12 physical description by context 

 

Trench 12, excavated in 2000, was positioned c. 5m south of the villa in the interior of the 

hillfort, running southeast-northwest for approximately 49.5m. The south eastern 19.7m of 

the trench was 1m wide, while the remaining 29.8m to the northwest was 2m in width. The 

central 17m of the trench was left unexcavated after the mechanical stripping of the topsoil.  

Trench 12 intersected the southern ends of trenches 16 and 17. 

 

Context Number Type Description Fill of Phase 

12000 layer topsoil 

 

MODERN 

12001 layer bedrock 

 

UN 

12002 layer   
 

?ROM 

12003 cut pit 

 

?ROM 

12004 fill  12003 ?ROM 

12005 layer  

 

?ROM 

12006 layer  

 

?ROM 

12007 structure  
 

?EARLY MEDIEVAL 

12008 cut ?pit 

 

?MIA 

12009 fill 
 

12008 ?MIA 

12010 cut ?posthole 

 

UN 

12011 fill  12010 UN 

12012 cut ?posthole 

 

UN 

12013 fill 

 

12012 UN 

12014 layer destruction layer 
 

C3 

12015 layer   

 

?ROM 

12016 layer   
 

UN 

12017 layer destruction layer 

 

?EARLY MEDIEVAL 

12018 ?structure  

 

?EARLY MEDIEVAL 

12019 ?structure  
 

?EARLY MEDIEVAL 

12020 layer destruction layer 

 

?EARLY MEDIEVAL 

12021 layer   
 

C3 

12022 layer   

 

UN 

12023 layer   
 

C2 

12024 cut pit 

 

?ROM 

12025 fill 

 

12024 ?ROM 

12026 cut pit 
 

?MIA 

12027 fill 

 

12026 ?MIA 

12028 cut pit 
 

?MIA 

12029 fill 

 

12028 ?MIA 

 

Field drawings within the site archive: 

Plan 1201: [12003] 

Plan 1202: (12014), (12016) 

Plan 1203: (12006), [12007], [12019], [12024], [12026] and [12028] 

 

There are no section drawings of trench 12 in the site archive.  
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TOPSOIL 

Layer (12000) was composed of dark soil with a scatter of small pieces of chalk 15-30cm 

in depth.  

NATURAL 

Layer (12001), chalk bedrock lay under the entire trench. 

STRUCTURES 

All of the stone assemblages in this category represent possible, rather than definitively 

identified structures. 

Structure [12007] (plan 1203) was described as a spread of sarsen approximately 0.5m 

wide by 1.5m long visible on the north central area of the trench roughly 1.5m west of the 

point at which the trench became 2m wide. This was interpreted as a possible sarsen 

structure. 

 

Structure [12018] (no drawings) was described as a collection of sarsen stones 

approximately 45cm in diameter spreading 45-70cm north-south and a maximum of 45cm 

east-west, though the precise centre coordinates on the trench grid were not recorded, it 

may have been roughly 16m from the eastern end of the trench. This area was not 

excavated. It may have been a sarsen structure. 

 

Structure [12019] (plan 1203) a collection of sarsen and chalk approximately 87cm east-

west and 89cm north-south in the centre of the trench approximately 17.5m east from the 

western end of the trench was exposed by the stripping of topsoil but not otherwise 

excavated. It was interpreted as a possible foundation of an ephemeral building or collection 

of stone debris. 

 

CUTS 

Cut [12003] (plan 1201) was an unexcavated probable pit capped with 4 large sarsen 

stones. The pit cut was not clearly visible and although no dimensions were recorded for the 

feature which lay on the north side of the trench approximately 1m from its east end, it 

appears to be c. 3m in diameter in photos taken at the site. Fill (12004) was described as 

being indistinguishable from layer (12002) which is described below except for the 

collection of sarsens. 

 

Cut [12008] (no drawings) an unexcavated possible pit approximately 15cm in diameter 

visible about 3m from the east end of the trench along the southern trench edge.  Fill 

(12009) was a mid-reddish brown clay soil with small chalk inclusions. 

 

Cut [12010] (no drawings) an unexcavated possible posthole c. 16cm in diameter visible 

roughly 6.6m from the east end of the trench along the southern trench edge. Fill (12011) 

was composed of heavy dark brown clay with small chalk inclusions. 
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Cut [12012] (no drawings) an unexcavated feature c. 13cm in diameter visible on the 

north edge of the trench approximately 7m from the trench’s east end. Fill (12013) was 

described as being friable and mid-reddish brown in colour and although pot and bone were 

visible on the upper surface of the fill, no artefacts were collected. 

 

Cut [12024] (plan 1203) no dimensions were recorded for this possible pit and the plan 

does not show the limits of the feature, located on the southern edge of the trench 29m 

from the east end. Fill (12025) contained 4 sherds, 16gm, of Romano-British pottery but 

was not otherwise described on the context sheet. 

Cut [12026] (plan 1203) no dimensions were recorded for this cut and the limits of the 

feature are not shown on the plan; however, a cluster of sarsen and chalk which may have 

been the “cap” of the suspected pit measures c. 0.6m by 0.3m on the plan. The feature was 

located approximately 16m from the west end of the trench and approximately 0.1m from 

the northern edge of the trench.  There is no physical description available of fill (12027) 

and no artefacts were recovered in this context. 

 

Cut [12028] (plan 1203) no dimensions were recorded for this possible pit, identified 

through the presence of a two sarsen stones, and the plan does not provide clear limits for 

the feature, located approximately 20cm from the northern edge of the trench and 19m 

from the western edge of the trench.  No finds were recorded in fill (12029) and no 

physical description of the fill was recorded. 

 

LAYERS 

Layer (12002) = (12006) = (12015) (plan 1203 as (12006)) was an unexcavated layer 

of greyish brown friable soil with 50% inclusions of chalk, flint and sarsen stretching from 

the southeast end of the trench to trench grid point 150 north. It is overlain by layers 

(12000) and (12005). 

Layer (12005) (no drawings) was a layer of dark brown heavy clay with flints overlain by 

topsoil (12000). Although unexcavated, surface trowelling revealed sarsen stones lay 

within this deposit. 

Layer (12014) (plan 1202) a layer of chalk blocks ranging in size from 60 x 40cm to gravel 

with occasional sarsens. The layer extends for 4.5m on the northern trench edge beginning 

2m from the western limit of the trench and extending into the trench from 8cm on the 

western end to c. 1.3 to 1.5m further east. This was interpreted as a Roman destruction 

spread related to the collapse of a structure to the north east of the trench.  

 

Layer (12016) (plan 1202) was an unexcavated layer of soil and chalk shatter directly 

below the topsoil (12000). 

 

Layer (12017) (no drawings) overlain by topsoil (12000), this 10cm thick layer of soil 

with a significant quantity of chalk inclusions overlay the sarsens of structure [12007]. It 

was interpreted as a destruction layer. 
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Layer (12020) (no drawings) the context sheet’s only comment notes that this layer was 

“associated with (12017).” It is considered to be another destruction layer. 

 

Layer (12021) (plan 1203) was a deposit overlain by topsoil (12000); it overlies layer 

(12022). There is no further information available on the context sheet. 

 

Layer (12022) (no drawings) was overlain by layers (12021) and (12023). The context 

sheet does not provide further information. 

 

Layer (12023) (no drawings) was described as a “layer with chalk inclusions”. It overlay 

layer (12022).  

 

  


