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Section 3.4.11 Trench 11 physical description by context 

 

Trench 11, excavated in 2000, was one of the trenches in the interior of the hillfort running 

southeast-northwest across the villa area created with the intention of better understanding 

the construction and extent of the villa. The trench was approximately 66.2m in length. The 

south eastern 5.5m of the trench and the north western 26m were 2m wide, while the 

central 34.5m was 1m wide. The central section was not excavated after the topsoil had 

been mechanically stripped. Trench 11 intersected trenches 16, 17, 18 and 19. 

 

Context Number Type 
 

Description Fill of Phase 

11000 layer topsoil 

 

MODERN 

11001 layer destruction layer 
 

L3-4 

11002 layer destruction layer 
 

L3-4 

11003 structure wall 

 

ROM+ 

11004 layer destruction layer 

 

L3-4 

11005 layer natural 
 

UN 

11006 layer  
 

UN 

11007 layer destruction layer 

 

L3-4 

11008 layer destruction layer 

 

L3-4 

11009 layer  
 

UN 

11010 layer  
 

UN 

11011 layer  

 

ROM 

11012 structure  

 

ROM+ 

11013 layer  
 

UN 

11014 structure  
 

L1-2 

11015 cut robber trench 
 

? EARLY MEDIVAL 

11016 fill  11015 ? EARLY MEDIVAL 

11017 layer destruction layer 

 

? EARLY MEDIVAL 

11018 layer  
 

L3-4 

11019 layer  

 

L3-4 

11020 layer  

 

C3 

11021 cut burial 13 

 

?ROM 

11022 fill burial 13 11021 ?ROM 

11023 cut stakehole 11023 MODERN 

11024 fill 

 

11023 MODERN 

11025 cut stakehole 

 

MODERN 

11026 fill 
 

11025 MODERN 

11027 layer destruction layer 

 

C3 

11028 layer surface 

 

C3 

11029 layer surface 

 

C3 

11030 cut robber trench 
 

? EARLY MEDIVAL 

11031 fill  11030 ? EARLY MEDIVAL 

11032 layer  

 

UN 

11033 layer  

 

UN 

 

Field drawings within the site archive: 

Plan 1101:  (11001) and (11002) 
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Plan 1102:  (11004) 

Plan 1103:  (11004), (11007), [11014] and [11015] 

Plan 1104:  (11004) 

Plan 1105:  [11003] and (11004)  

Plan 1106:  (11029) and [11030] 

Plan 1107:  [11012], [11023], [11025], (11032) and (11033) 

 

There are no trench 11 section drawings.  

TOPSOIL 

Layer (11000), was a dark friable loamy layer with scattered inclusions of chalk and 

sarsen, 5-20cm thick.   

NATURAL  

Layer (11005) was the chalk bedrock.  

STRUCTURES 

All structures are on the natural bedrock layer. 

Structure [11003 ?=  22001] (plan 1105) was a group of chalk blocks c. 0.30m wide, 

extending c. 1.24m from the southern trench edge and appearing to continue under the 

trench edge approximately 14m from the western trench edge. This was thought to be the 

base of a probable wall. 

 

Structure [11012] (plan 1107) was a 0.70m wide grouping of sarsen with 0.10kg of 

ceramic tile finds running northwest-southeast across the trench for approximately 2.5m and 

continuing under both trench edges roughly 1.2-2m from the eastern end of the trench. This 

context was also thought to be the remains of a probable wall. 

                               

Structure [11014] (plan 1103) was a grouping of stones c. 0.40m wide extending c 0.60m 

from the southern trench edge and extending under the trench edge approximately 2.75m 

southeast of the western trench end. This was the northern wall of the villa. 

CUTS 

All cuts penetrate the bedrock unless otherwise noted. 

Cut [11015 = 17001] (plans 1103 and 2208) was a cut feature located roughly 2.0-3.5m 

east of the western limit of the trench, extending c. 1.2m from the northern trench edge 

into the trench for a width of c. 1.2-1.5m and continuing under the northern trench edge. 

Its single fill (11016 = 17002), was described as a scatter of chalk and sarsen, possibly 

directly on the bedrock. This was thought to be a probable robber trench for a portion of the 

northern wall and the westernmost internal wall of villa. 

 

Cut [11021] (no plan or section drawings) was a cut or scoop which held partial infant 

burial skeleton <13>. The fill of this feature (11022) contained the infant bones and 2 

sheep/goat bones but no other finds. This cut was the grave for skeleton <13>. 
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Cut [11023] (plan 1107) was a circular cut through layer (11018) approximately 6cm in 

diameter located c. 1.9m from the eastern end of the trench, 0.4m from the northern edge 

of the trench and 0.2m southeast of cut [11025]. Fill (11024) contained the wooden 

remains of a stake but no other finds. This proved to be a modern stakehole. 

Cut [11025] (plan 1107) was a circular cut through layer (11018) approximately 6cm in 

diameter located c. 2.0m from the eastern end of the trench, 0.2m from the northern edge 

of the trench and 0.2m northwest of cut [11023]. Fill (11026) contained the wooden 

remains of a stake but no other finds. This was also a modern stakehole. 

 

Cut [11030 = 18007] (plan 1106) was a semi-circular feature c. 1.0m in diameter and 

extending c. 0.54m from the southern end of the trench roughly 12.2-13.2m from the 

western trench end, forming the northern end of a pit more fully visible in trench 18 as cut 

[18007]. Cut [11030] cuts through layers (11028) and (11029).  Fill (11031), the 

single fill of the cut, was a medium brown loam with chalk inclusions. This cut was the 

eastern end of robber pit visible in trench 18. 

 

LAYERS 

Layer (11001) (plans 1104 and 2201) was a primarily chalk rubble deposit with some 

sarsen visible across the full 2m width of the trench from roughly 141.8 to 146.0m west on 

the southern edge of the trench and 141.7 to 143.0m west on the northern side. This was 

interpreted as a chalk rubble destruction level lying diagonally across the trench. 

 

Layer (11002) (plans 1101, 2207 and 2208) was a spread of sarsen and chalk blocks to 

the west of and adjacent to layer (11001) projecting 0.4-0.9m from the southern edge of 

the trench at c. 145.9-150m west . This layer was also part of a destruction level. 

 

Layer (11004) (plans 1102, 1103, 1105 and 2207) was a scatter of chalk blocks and 

sarsen across the full 2.0m width of the trench from 55-61m west and from approximately 

64m west to the western end of the trench containing numerous finds. This was a 

destruction layer overlying the villa walls. 

 

Layer (11006) (plans 1101 and 1105) was a scatter of chalk and sarsen, possibly 

composed of chalk rubble, overlain by topsoil (11000) and possibly overlying the natural 

(11005). 

 

Layer (11007) (plan 1103) this context is composed of three spreads of plaster, some of 

which was painted, running northeast to southwest across the trench from the southern 

trench edge to 20cm from the northern trench edge between 63.4-60.7m west. The three 

spreads, measuring c. 1.1 x 0.4m at the southern trench edge, c.  1.2 x 0.6m in the centre 

of the trench and c. 0.5 x 0.5m in the north eastern spread, were surrounded by Layer 

(11004) described above.  This was a deposit of plaster from an interior wall of the villa. 

 

Layer (11008) (no drawings) was an area of dark soil which was unexcavated. It may 

have been an artefact from differential cleaning, but it may have been a layer in its own 

right. 
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Layer (11017) (no drawings) overlain by the topsoil (11000), this was a destruction 

layer overlaying wall [11003] which is described above. 

 

Layer (11027) (no drawings) comprised a 1 x 1.5m spread of yellow mortar with inclusions 

of chalk, sarsen and small charcoal pieces overlain by layer (11001). The excavator 

thought it was possible that this was a lens within layer (11007) although it had been 

treated as a separate layer. 

 

Layer (11028) (no drawings) A mortar level beneath layer (11004), described above, 

containing some destruction rubble in its (probably trench grid) northern corner. It is 

possible that this was a floor level. 

 

Layer (11029) (plan 1106) was a consolidated mortar level with some chalk rubble very 

similar to, and possibly the same as, layer (11028) which lay above it. Layers (11028) 

and (11029) were arbitrarily defined as two separate contexts by the excavator due to the 

overall depth of the combined layers although this was not the normal process at this site. 

This was a possible floor layer, although not of a different phase from (11028) for the 

reason just described.    

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 


