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Section 3.4.1 Trench 1 physical description by context 

 

Measuring 40m x 2m Trench 1 is located in the south-eastern section of the site and cuts 

through the south-eastern breach in the ramparts.  The trench is linear until its eastern end, 

which hooks south for several metres. Trench 1a (6 x 5 m) was dug in 1999 to look more at 

the breach in the rampart to determine whether it was original or later than the Iron Age. 

The extensions (trenches 1e, 1f and 1g) continue eastward along the southern edge of the 

site. Trench 1e, which is oriented east-west, hooks northward at its eastern edge while 

trenches 1f and 1g are oriented north-south near the eastern boundary of the site.      

Context Number Type Description Fill of Phase 

1000 layer topsoil  modern 

1001 layer    modern 

1002 layer rampart  MIA 

1003 fill   1004 C3-C4 

1004 cut ditch  MIA 

1005 fill   1004 L1-2 

1006 deposit    L1-2 

1007 layer    L1-2 

1008 fill  1018 L1-2 

1009 layer subsoil  MIA 

1010 fill  1004 C3-C4 

1011 layer   MIA 

1012 fill  1018 L1-2 

1013 fill  1013 L1-2 

1014 cut other natural feature  MIA 

1015 cut other natural feature  MIA 

1016 cut other natural feature  MIA 

1017 cut other natural feature  MIA 

1018 cut pit  L1-2 

1019  not a feature   

1020  not a feature   

1021  not a feature   

1022 fill  1004 C3-C4 

1023 fill  1004 L1-2 

1024 fill  1004 L1-2 

1025 fill  1017 MIA 

1026  not a feature   

1027 fill  1004 L1-2 

1028 fill  1004 L1-2 

1029 cut other natural feature  UN 

1030 fill  1029 UN 

1031 layer    ?MIA 

1032 fill   1004 MIA 

1033 layer    UN 

1034 cut pit  MIA 

1035 fill  1034 L1-2 
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1036 fill  1004 L1-2 

1037 fill  1004 L1-2 

1038 fill  1034 L1-2 

1039 fill  1034 MIA 

1040 fill  1034 L1-2 

1041 layer    L1-2 

1042 cut ?posthole  MIA 

1043 fill  1042 MIA 

1044 cut ditch  ?LBA 

1045 cut other natural feature  MIA 

1046 cut other natural feature  MIA 

1047 fill  1044 L1-2 

1048 cut other natural feature  ?LBA-EIA 

1049 fill  1048 ?LBA-EIA 

1050 cut pit  ?MIA 

1051 fill  1050 L1-2 

1052 layer   MIA 

1053 fill  1044 MIA 

1054 cut other natural feature  UN 

1055 cut tree throw hole  UN 

1056 cut tree throw hole  ?LBA-EIA 

1057 fill   1004 MIA 

1058 cut tree throw hole  UN 

1059 fill  1034 MIA 

1060 fill  1034 MIA 

1061 fill  1044 ?EIA 

1062 fill  1050 ?MIA 

1063 fill  1044 MIA 

1064 fill  1004 MIA 

1065 fill  1004 MIA 

1066  number not used   

1067 fill  1050 ?MIA 

1068 fill  1050 ?MIA 

1069 fill  1050 ?MIA 

1070 layer subsoil  L1-2 

1071 fill  1004 L1-2 

1072 fill  1004 MIA 

1073 fill  1004 MIA 

1074 fill  1034 MIA 

1075 fill  1056 ?LBA-EIA 

1076 layer natural  UN 

1077 fill  1050 ?MIA 

1078 structure rampart  MIA 

1079 fill  1044 ?EIA 

1080 fill  1044 ?LBA 

1081 layer   L1-2 

1082 fill  1050 ?MIA 

1083 fill  1050 ?MIA 
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1084 fill  1044 MIA 

1085 layer   MIA 

1086 fill  1004 MIA 

1087 fill  1004 MIA 

1088 fill  1004 MIA 

1089 fill  1004 MIA 

1090 fill  1004 MIA 

1091 fill  1034 MIA 

1092 fill  1004 MIA 

1093 fill  1004 MIA 

1094 fill  1004 MIA 

1095 fill  1096 UN 

1096 cut tree throw hole  UN 

1097 layer   MIA 

1098 fill  1004 MIA 

1099 fill  1004 MIA 

1100 layer subsoil  MIA 

1101 layer    MIA 

1102 fill  1054 UN 

1103 fill  1055 UN 

1104  number not used   

1105 fill  1058 UN 

1106 fill   1119 L1-2 

1107 layer    MIA 

1108 layer    MIA 

1109 cut other natural feature  UN 

1110 fill   1004 L1-2 

1111 fill  1109 UN 

1112 layer    MIA 

1113 cut ditch  ?LBA 

1114 fill  1113 ?LBA 

1115 fill  1119 L1-2 

1116 layer    L1-2 

1117 fill   1141 UN 

1118 cut stakehole group  L1-2 

1119 cut tree throw hole  L1-2 

1120 fill   1141 UN 

1121 fill  1113 MIA 

1122 fill  1113 ?EIA 

1123 cut other natural feature  L1-2 

1124 layer    modern 

1125 fill  1127 L1-2 

1126 cut posthole  UN 

1127 cut ditch  MIA 

1128 cut ditch  ?LBA 

1129 structure   modern 

1130 fill  1127 L1-2 

 1131 fill  1004 L1-2 
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1132 fill  1128 MIA 

1133 cut ?posthole  MIA 

1134 fill  1133 MIA 

1135 layer subsoil    

1136 fill  1137 L1-2 

1137 cut ditch  ?LBA 

1138 layer subsoil  ?LBA-EIA 

1139 fill  1126 UN 

1140 fill  1123 L1-2 

1141 cut other natural feature  UN 

1142 cut posthole  UN 

1143 fill  1142 UN 

1144 fill  1137 ?EIA 

1145 fill  1146 ?MIA 

1146 cut ditch  ?LBA 

1147 fill  1146 ?MIA 

1148 cut ?pit  ?MIA 

1149 fill  1146 ?LBA 

1150 fill  1137 ?LBA 

1151 cut other natural feature  ?LBA-EIA 

1152 cut other natural feature  ?LBA-EIA 

1153 cut other natural feature   ?LBA-EIA 

1154 cut other natural feature  UN 

1155 fill  1154 UN 

1156 layer   ?LBA-EIA 

1157 cut ditch  ?MIA 

1158 fill  1157 ?MIA 

1159 layer topsoil  ROM+ 

1160 layer    ROM+ 

1161 fill   1162 MIA 

1162 cut ditch  ?LBA 

1163 fill  1162 MIA 

1164 layer topsoil  modern 

1165 cut tree throw hole  UN 

1166 fill  1165 UN 

1167 cut ?tree throw hole  UN 

1168 fill  1167 UN 

1169 cut other natural feature  UN 

1170 fill  1169 UN 

1171 cut other natural feature  UN 

1172 fill  1171 UN 

1173 cut other natural feature  UN 

1174 fill  1173 UN 

1175 cut tree throw hole  UN 

1176 fill  1175 UN 

1177 cut other natural feature  UN 

1178 fill  1178 UN 

1179 cut tree throw hole  UN 
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1180 fill  1179 UN 

1181 layer    modern 

1182 layer natural  UN 

1183 cut ditch  modern 

1184 structure   modern 

1185  number not used   

1186 fill  1162 ?LBA 

1187 fill  1162 ?EIA 

1188 fill  1162 L1-2 

1189 fill  1162 MIA 

1190 fill  1162 MIA 

1191 fill  1162 MIA 

1192 fill  1162 ?EIA 

1193 fill  1162 ?EIA 

1194 fill  1162 ?EIA 

1195 fill  1148 ?MIA 

1196 cut group plough marks  ?LBA 

 

Field drawings within the site archive: 

 

Plans: 

100:  (1001), [1014], [1015], [1016], [1017], [1019] 

101:  (1002), [1017], [1018], (1031), (1033), [1042], [1045], [1046] 

102:  as on 101 but with hachures 

103:  (1002), [1078] 

104:  [1044] 

105:  [1056], [1096] 

106:  [1056], [1096] 

107:  [1004], [1050], [1055] 

108:  [1196] 

109:  [1004] 

110:  (1107), (1108) 

111:  (1002) 

112:  (1116), (1117), (1118), [1119], (1120), [1123] 

113: [1113] 

114: [1127], [1128] 

115:  (1131) 

116:  [1132] 

117:  [1119] 

118:  (1124), [1129] 

119:  [1126] 

120:  [1142] 

121:  [1144] 

122:  [1146], [1148], (1149), [1151], (1152), (1153) 

123:  [1165], [1167], [1173], [1175], [1177], [1179] 

124:  [1162] 
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Section drawings:  

1.01:  [1034], (1035), (1039), (1040), (1059), (1060) 

1.02:  [1050], (1051), (1062), (1067), (1068), (1069), (1077), (1081), (1083) 

1.03:  [1044] 

1.04:  [1054], [1055] 

1.05:  [1004] 

1.06:  (1000), (1009), [1056], (1075), (1076), (1100), (1101) 

1.07:  (1002), [1018] 

1.08:  (1000), [1004] 

1.09:  (1002), [1018] 

Section drawings continued 

1.10:  [1113], (1114), (1121), (1122) 

1.11:  (1115), [1119] 

1.12:  [1133] 

1.13:  [1126], (1139) 

1.14:  [1142], (1143) 

1.15:  [1137] 

1.16:  (1000), (1076), (1138), (1145), [1146], (1147), (1149), (1152), (1156) 

1.17:  (1000), (1076), (1138), (1145), [1146], (1147), [1148], [1151], (1153), (1156), 

(1195) 

1.18:  (1117), [1141] 

1.19:  [1162], [1173], (1180) 

1.20:  [1167], [1175], (11760 

1.21:  [1173], (1174) 

1.22:  [1177], (1178) 

1.23:  [1165], (1166), [1167], (1168) 

1.24:  (1159), (1160), [1162], (1163), (1189), (1190), (1191), (1192), (1193), (1194) 

 

TOPSOIL 

(1000) was the topsoil; loam with chalk fragments and a number of sarsens. The layer was 

between 2 and 10 cm in depth. In trench 1H this layer was (1159) and in 1J this is 

(1164). 

 

NATURAL 

Deposit (1076) was natural chalk bedrock in trench 1. Deposit (1182) was bedrock in 

trench 1J. 

 

STRUCTURES 

Structure [1078] (plan 103), was composed of sarsen courses within the main rampart 

dump (1002), probably acting as a front revetment. It was described as possibly five 

courses of large and medium sarsens (dimensions not given). 

 

Structure [1129] (plan number 118) in trench 1E a single layer of sarsen stones in a light 

brown soil context (1124) (plan number 118). It was interpreted as a possible field or 
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hollow way boundary. 

 

Structure [1184] a series of courses of sarsens built into the ditch in trench 1J; possible 

wall of a medieval estate boundary. 

 

CUTS 

All of the features listed here cut the natural, unless otherwise specified.  

 

Cut [1004] (plan numbers 107,109, section numbers 1.4, 1.5). A V-shaped ditch – the 

main enclosure ditch. Twenty six fills in total, of which fifteen were deposited in the Iron 

Age. The top of the ditch was c 6 m across, with a total depth of c 3 m. At the top of the 

ditch the sides describe a steep v-shaped, with the last metre sloping more steeply and 

ending in a narrow, rounded base. The ditch is located c. two m to the southeast of the 

sarsen and packed chalk of the rampart. The initial fill (1003) (section 1.5) underlay topsoil 

and was composed of fine, light-brown silty loam and contained sarsens which might have 

tumbled from the rampart. Context (1071) was only recognized in section and was a light 

brown silty loam underlying (1003) with flint inclusions up to 7 cm in maximum dimension. 

Context (1010) (section 1.5) was a light-brown fine silt with chalk inclusions and underlay 

(1003) in the centre of the ditch. Context (1024) (section 1.5) is a tenacious pale 

brown/grey clay, difficult to distinguish from both (1010) and (1023) (section 1.5) which is 

pale-brown silty clay with few inclusions and found on the northwestern ditch slope. This 

overlies (1027) (section 1.5) which is loose light-brown loam containing 40% chalk 

fragments on the lip of the ditch at the southeastern side. This may also be at a similar level 

to (1013) which is chalk tumble near the top of the ditch at the southeastern side. 

Context (1028) is a loose, medium-brown silty loam with considerable amounts of 

charcoal underlying (1023) on the northwestern ditch slope). Also beneath (1023) was 

(1072) (section 1.5) which was a compact brown clay with many chalk inclusions up to 5 

cm in size and probably represents more erosion from the bank. This overlies context 

(1032) (section 1.5) which is dark-brown clay on the northwestern side of the ditch. 

Context (1057) was a sarsen tumble with (1031). This was found at a similar level to 

(1064) (not visible in section) which was an orange-brown compact clay with flint 

inclusions and which varies in depth between 10 cm and 40 cm. Context (1073) overlay 

(1064) and consisted of a light brown loam with chalk inclusions and sarsens up to 20 cm 

across, it increases in thickness towards the middle of the ditch where it is 65 cm. Context 

(1036) (section 1.5) is a pale brown clay with small chalk inclusions underlying (1024). 

(1036) is underlain in turn by (1037) (section 1.5) which is a grey clay, paler in colour than 

(1036) and containing small, well-worn chalk inclusions. Context (1065) (section 1.5) is 

made up of 20-30 cm of weathered chalk on the northwestern side of the ditch. Context 

(1086) (section 1.5) is a thin band of fine-grained loam with small, weathered chalk 

inclusions. Context (1087) (section 1.5) is a glutinous dark brown clay with flints in the 

northwestern side of the ditch. Context (1098) (section 1.5) overlies (1087) but has no 

recorded description. Context (1089) (section 1.5) is a clay with loam and small chalk 

inclusions on the northwestern face of the ditch and overlying (1088) (section 1.5) which is 

composed of lumps of clay and sarsens inter-mixed with loam and clay on the northwestern 

side of the ditch. Context (1090) (section 1.5) is a layer of clay with some chalk between 
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contexts (1089) and (1087), context (1092) (section 1.5) is a light brown clay with chalk 

rubble and many sarsen fragments in the centre of the ditch. Context (1094) (section 1.5) 

is a glutinous clay with sarsens in the lowest part of the ditch. Context (1093) (section 

1.5) is found on the southeastern side of the ditch and represents the lowest fill. It is 

probably the same as context (1099) (section 1.5) which is chalk rubble with some sarsen 

at the base of the ditch. Context (1086) and below contained Iron Age material, those above 

(1086) contained Roman finds, often in considerable amounts. Context (1005), chalky 

rubble with a brown silty loam matrix which had slumped into the ditch, was recorded as a 

fill but its relationship to other fills was not documented and it does not appear on any site 

drawings. 

 

The main enclosure ditch was also located in trench 1B where context (1110) which is 

recorded as a brown subsoil, sitting on a tumble of sarsens context (1131) (plan number 

115). Note that here the ditch cut was number [1127] (=1004). In trench 1D context 

(1125) (plan number 114) was seen as the same as (1110) in trench 1B and where also 

context (1130) (plan number 114) is probably the same as context (1110) in trench 1B. 

 

Cut [1017] (plan numbers 100, 101, 102) a possible post hole, not described, cut into 

context (1011) at the northwest end of the trench. Filled by (1025) not described. 

 

Cut [1018] (plan numbers 101, 102, section number 1.08) described as a slot at the back 

of the rampart, but appears to be a pit in section 1.08. Filled by context (1008) (section 

number 1.08) which is a brown clay with silt with some sarsens and also by context 

(1012) which was not described. 

 

Cut [1034] (plan numbers 101,102, 103, section number 1.1) a pit with vertical sides and 

a flat bottom with a sharp break at the top. It was cut into context 1031 with bedrock at the 

base. It was c. 0.9 m deep and roughly 1 m in diameter at both top and bottom. The 

uppermost fill was (1035) (section number 1.1) which is a pale grey clay with considerable 

numbers of chalk inclusions (up to 40%) and flint. Context (1038) was only found in the 

centre of the pit and was compact chalk rubble with chalk. Context (1038) abuts context 

(1040) (section number 1.1) which was a red brown clay with chalk rubble and charcoal. 

Context (1039) (section number 1.1) lies beneath (1040) and was a pale grey clay with 

chalk rubble especially on the southern side of the pit, which also had a considerable 

amount of charcoal at the base of the context, perhaps indicating a fire in situ. Below this is 

context (1059) (section number 1.1) which is a pale orange-brown clay with considerable 

amounts of chalk inclusions (up to 30%) and the context is a maximum of 22 cm deep. The 

deepest fill of [1034] on the northern side is context (1060) (section number 1.1) which is 

a yellow-brown silty clay with chalk inclusions and at the very base of this are many small 

charcoal inclusions – this charcoal layer was given context number (1091). Context 

(1074) (section number 1.1) is a layer of chalk rubble at the base of the pit (especially on 

the southern side?). 

 

Cut [1042] (plan numbers 101, 102, 103) was a posthole only recognized part way 

through excavation and seems to have had vertical sides. It was filled by context (1012) 
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which was not described and context (1043) silt with chalk rubble, which was mainly 

recognized retrospectively and not well described. 

 

Cut [1044] (plan numbers 104, 106, section number 1.3). This was located at south-east 

end of trench 1 where an extension was dug to reveal it more fully and it was subsequently 

found in trench 1C, 1D and 1E as described below. The ditch is c 3 m across and also 3 m 

deep. It sides describe a steep V-shape and it is flat bottomed. The first fill is context 

(1063) (section number 1.3) which is light brown silty loam with some chalk rubble and 

fragments of sarsens. Underlying this is context (1084) (section number 1.3) which is a 

thin band of chalk probably weathering from the sides of the ditch. The next fill was 

context (1053) (section number 1.3) a mid-brown silty loam with small to medium sized 

chalk rubble increasing in amount towards the bottom of the context. Underlying (1053) was 

(1061) (section number 1.3) which is a coarse chalk rubble with sarsen fragments. The 

context dipped in the middle following the general contours of the ditch. Also on the 

southern side of the trench was context (1079) (section number 1.3) which was very 

dense chalk rubble within a chalky matrix on the southern face of the ditch. This overlay 

context (1080) (section number 1.3) which was composed of medium to large blocks of 

chalk, unweathered, with a small amount of silty loam between them. 

 

This is a Bronze Age ditch with a series of fills from the Bronze Age to Romano-British 

periods which further west is made use of to create the enclosure ditch. 

 

Note that this ditch was also numbered [1113] in trench 1C (plan number 113, section 

number 1.10) filled by context (1121) (section number 1.10) which was a well-compacted 

set of chalk rubble with occasional areas of golf ball to tennis ball sized lumps of chalk which 

were less well compacted and a single sarsen was found. The fill was a maximum of 1.10 m 

thick. Underlying this was context (1122) (section number 1.10) a fairly well compacted 

mixture of fine-grained brown silt with chalk wash; composed of 5-6 separate lenses with no 

inclusions. The basal deposit was context (1114) (section number 1.10) which was loosely 

packed and well-weathered chalk rubble (up to 2 cm in maximum dimension); the deposit 

slopes up the sides of the ditch and is thinnest in the middle. In trench 1D the cut of the 

ditch was numbered [1128] (plan number 114) and filled by context (1132) (plan 

number 114) which was unexcavated. In trench 1E the ditch cut was labelled context 

[1137] (section number 1.15) here the ditch was excavated and had a maximum width of 

3.75 m and a depth of 1.14 m. It was filled by context (1136) (section number 1.15) 

which was a heavily compacted light brown clay silt with four sarsen stones up to 40 cm in 

maximum dimension. Underlying this and the forming the lowest fill of the ditch was 

context (1144) (section number 1.15) which was a very compact light-brown silt with 

many small chalk inclusions ranging between 0.5 and 3 cm in maximum dimension. The 

deposit was thinnest in the middle of the ditch. A further fill in this section of the ditch, 

context (1150), was described on the context checklist as being “chalky” but as the 

original context sheet has been lost, no further information is available about this layer. In 

trench 1H the ditch cut was labelled [1162] (plan number 124, section numbers 1.19, 1.20, 

1.24, 1.25). Here is looks as if the ditch is about to terminate, there being a curve on the 

southern side and also the ditch is half as wide here as elsewhere. The upper fill is context 
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(1163) (section number 1.24, 1.25, 1.26) which was a reddish brown silty soil with few 

inclusions, apart from some pieces of chalk. Underlying this is context (1187) (section 

number 1.25) a small area of chalk wash on the northern side of the ditch. Beneath this is 

context (1186) (section number 1.25) a compact chalk deposit. Context (1188) is an 

undescribed fill, probably within [1162]. Also beneath (1163) is context (1189) (section 

number 1.24) which is a fine silt of chalk and soil with small weathered chalk inclusions. This 

overlies context (1190) (section number 1.24) a deposit of chalk pieces, similar to (1189) 

but with less chalk wash.  Underlying this is context (1191) (section number 1.24) which 

is again a combination of chalk wash and chalk inclusions. Beneath this is context (1192) 

(section number 1.24) a weathered chalk rubble with a fine silty soil matrix. Note that 

context (1194) (section number 1.24, 1.25) is the same as (1192). Context (1193) 

(section number 1.24) is a brown lens of silt lying within the chalk rubble contexts. Contexts 

(1192) and (1193) are the basal contexts in this stretch of ditch. 

 

Cut [1050] (plan number 107, section number 1.2) is a pit cutting the south side of the 

main enclosure ditch in trench 1. This is semi-circular in plan and flat bottomed with steep 

sides and a gradual break at the top. It is 2.4 m in diameter and up to 1 m deep. The 

uppermost fill is context (1051) (section numbers 1.2) which is a compact medium brown 

clay loam with some chalk and flints up to 70 cm thick. Underlying this is context (1067) 

(section numbers 1.2) friable mid-brown clay loam with chalk and flint, shallowest in the 

centre of the pit. Context (1068) (section numbers 1.2) underlies this and is a compact 

mid-brown clay loam with chalk rubble. Beneath this is context (1077) (section numbers 

1.2) a compact dark brown clay loam with flint and chalk inclusions. Underlying this is 

context (1082) (section numbers 1.2) compact mid-brown clay loam with small chalk 

inclusions. Beneath (1082) was context (1083) (section numbers 1.2) which was a 

compact mid-brown clay with large and small pieces of chalk and some flint. Included in the 

context are two large sarsen boulders (20 cm and 25 cm in maximum dimension) which rest 

on the base of the pit divide this deposit from contexts (1062 and 1069). Context 

(1062) (section numbers 1.2) is a chalky friable fill with some mid-brown loam. This 

overlies the basal context (1069) (section numbers 1.2) which is a compact mid-brown 

clay loam with small chalk inclusions. 

 

Cut [1056] (plan number 105, section number 1.06) a probable tree throw, overlain by 

topsoil, filled by context (1075). It was c. 1.5m north-south and 1m east-west with a 

maximum depth of c. 20cm, with irregular sides and bottom.  

 

Cut [1096] (plan numbers 105, 106) is a sub-oval pit with sloping concave sides and an 

irregular break. This had a single fill context (1095) which is a compact medium yellow-

brown loam with small chalk inclusions more common on the southern side. 

 

Cut [1141] trench 1A is a cut with no description filled with context (1117) which is clay 

with flints with up to 70% flint – this is very likely natural. Context (1120) (plan number 

112) is a set of sarsens within (1117), but they were not excavated and their status is 

unknown. 
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Cut [1118] (plan number 112) a set of possible stake holes in trench 1A which were not 

excavated and their fills consequently not recorded. 

 

Cut [1126] (plan number 119, section 1.13) a circular straight sided hole c. 22cm in 

diameter which cut the natural layer (1076).  It was found to have post remains in situ at a 

depth c. 20cm in fill (1139), loose, dark brown lo. The fill also contained part of a post-

medieval door hinge, small find 548.  

 

Cut [1133] (plan number 116, section number 1.12) a cut circular and roughly 20 cm in 

diameter and c. 4 cm deep. This possible posthole cut into layer (1107). Filled by context 

(1134) (plan number 116, section number 1.12) a silty soil with chalk and small flint 

fragments. 

 

Cut [1142] (plan number 120, section number 1.14) in trench 1E a possible post hole cut 

for which no records ever made, it appears to be an irregular post hole c. 45 cm in diameter 

with vertical sides and to the south of [1044]. Filled by (1143) (section number 1.14) for 

which no description exists. 

 

Cut [1146] (plan number 122, section number 1.16) in trench 1F a concave u-shaped cut 

not excavated to the bottom so base is unknown. The break is sharp on the south west side, 

but that to the north is unknown as it is beyond the edge of the trench – it is probably 

approaching 3 m wide. The uppermost fill is context (1145) (section numbers 1.16. 1.17) 

which is a compact mid-brown silt with small amounts of flint and chalk (up to 2cm in 

maximum dimension). It is deepest in the centre (c. 50 cm). It overlays context (1147) 

(section number 1.16, 1.7) which is a compact mid-brown clay loam with pieces of chalk (3-

4cm in maximum dimension) and occasional flint and is up to 22cm thick. It overlies (1149) 

for which no description exists beyond that it is ‘chalky’. 

 

Cut [1148] (plan number 122, section number 1.17) in trench 1F is either a pit or a ditch 

cut which has a sharp break on the north side and more gradual on the south, the south 

side is concave and the north side is straighter and at a relatively steep angle. It is probably 

cut by [1146] and possibly also [1044]. The fills are impossible to distinguish from those of 

[1146]. Its fill was context (1195) as shown on the plan. 

 

Cut [1154] (plan number 121) in trench 1E is a shallow sided depression with two smaller 

depressions within it – it is not well described. It is filled by context (1155) (plan number 

121) and is a very compact dark brown silt with occasional chalk inclusions. It is not clear if 

this is a human feature or not. 

 

Cut [1157] (plan number 121) in trench 1E is a flat bottomed shallow ditch with one steep 

side and one shallow one. It is c 77 cm in width and c 17cm in depth. It is filled by context 

(1158) (plan number 121) which is compact dark brown silt with small chalk inclusions (up 

to 3 cm in maximum dimension). 

 

Cut [1183] was not drawn. This feature in trench 1J was a ditch c. 3m wide at its top, c. 
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1.2m deep and c. 1m wide at its base. It was interpreted as being a possible medieval ha-ha 

on the estate boundary. It cut layer (1181).  

 

Cut [1196] (plan number 108), a group of ard or plough marks in trench 1. Context 

number was assigned during the post-excavation process to facilitate publication of this 

drawing.  

 

LAYERS  

Layer (1001) (plan numbers 101,102, 103, 111, section number 107) was a 5- 10 cm thick 

black fine-grained sediment with chalk fragments to the north of the rampart inside the 

enclosure, beneath topsoil and overlaying Layer (1011). 

 

Layer (1002) (plan numbers 101,102, 103, 111, section number 1.07) which is the chalk 

rubble dump of the rampart which is a light brown silty loam with around 60% chalk rubble 

and also contains a number of large and medium sized sarsens, a maximum of 50 cm long 

and 20 cm high. It was overlain by the topsoil. 

 

Layer (1006) composed of fine brown silt directly beneath the topsoil in the southwest 

corner of the trench in the area of ditch [1044]; may be same as layer (1047). 

 

Layer (1007) this layer is probably natural chalk on the slope outside the rampart overlain 

by topsoil. 

 

Layer (1009) a silty sub-soil in a small area (5-10 m in diameter) at the southern end of 

the trench, a light-brown silty loam overlaying cut [1056] and natural (1076). This may 

be the same as layer (1085). 

 

Layer (1011) (plan number 107, section number 1.1) a dark brown to black layer with 

80% rubble composed of chalk and small sarsens. It is possible that (1001) and (1011) were 

deposited simultaneously as soils with evidence of human activity and sitting on a rubble 

base. Layer (1011) overlies Layer (1031). 

 

Layer (1022) a natural deposit of silty loam with some rubble on the southern edge of the 

enclosure ditch overlain by topsoil and overlying layer (1024). 

 

Layer (1031) (plan numbers 101,102, section number 1.1) a thin layer of chalk, possibly 

due to trample, on the inside of the rampart. Layer (1031) was initially distinguished from 

(1002) as it is fine-grained chalk silt, but this is subsequently thought to be the weathered 

surface of (1002). Interpretation – Layers (1001), (1002), (1011) and (1031) are Iron Age 

occupation layers inside the rampart. Note that cut [1034] (see above), a pit with Iron Age 

fills, is cut from the top of (1011) and through (1002), as is cut [1081] (see above) a pit or 

slot at the back of the rampart with one Iron Age fill.  

 

Layer (1033) (plan numbers 101,102, section number 1.1) a natural layer of brown clay 

inside the rampart at the north end of the trench overlain by layer (1011).  
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Layer (1041) pale grey silty sediment overlying the rampart dump (1002), but which is 

probably a weathered version of that dump found beneath the topsoil. 

 

Layer (1047) (section 1.3) light brown silt under topsoil (1000) and overlying the upper 

fill (1063) 0f ditch [1044]; may be the same as layer (1006).  

 

Layer (1052) sarsens tumbled from the rampart, part of layer (1047) 

 

Layer (1070) subsoil beneath topsoil (1000) and above cut [1050]. 

 

Layer (1081) (section numbers 1.2, 1.4) clay loam with chalk beneath the topsoil, 

overlying cut [1050] (see above) but may have been moved by the plough.  

 

Layer (1085) (section 1.3) chalk and flinty rubble in a light brown silty loam matrix in 

north corner of the west section of cut [1044]; thought to be same as layer (1009). It 

was overlain by topsoil (1000) and lay above fill (1061).  

 

Layer (1097) was composed of loosely compacted brown soil with inclusions of chalk 

shatter. From its description it sounds like sub-soil, but relationships and position are 

uncertain. 

 

Layer (1100) (section 1.6) mixture of topsoil and flint and chalk inclusions (50%) covers 

layer (1009) to a depth of 5-10 cm across the hornwork.  

 

Layer (1101) (section 1.6) is a small patch of dark red-brown clay with flint inclusions <5 

cm in size filling a slight depression in the bedrock. 

 

Layer (1107) (plan number 110) found at northwestern end of trench 1A is a glutinous 

dark and medium brown clay with flints and occasional pieces of sarsen. It is probably a 

natural deposit. 

 

Layer (1108) (plan number 110) found at northwestern end of trench 1A and overlain by 

layer (1000) this is a thin light grey brown subsoil overlying the chalk bedrock and Layer 

(1107) and containing flint and chalk inclusions.  

 

Layer (1111) (plan number 110) a 5 cm thick spread of chalk rubble in trench 1A which is 

either natural or eroded from the rampart deposit (1002).  

 

Layer (1112) (plan number 110) a mixture of chalk rubble and small sarsen stones in the 

northern section of trench 1A and which may result from the cut through the rampart or the 

possible robbing of sarsen stones which may have occurred during the Roman period.  

 

Layer 1116 (plan numbers 112, 117) a compact layer of brown chalk exposed in trench 1A 

at first thought to be a layer, but subsequently decided to be weathered bedrock.  
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Layer (1124) (plan number 118) a silty brown soil associated with sarsen inclusions in 

trench 1E (relationships uncertain). 

 

Layer (1135) (section number 1.15) located in trench 1E; light brown subsoil composed of 

silty clay and chalk rubble and sitting on bedrock. 

 

Layer (1138) (section numbers 1.16, 1.17) in trench 1F a friable reddish brown silty clay 

with chalk inclusions up to 5 cm in maximum dimension.  

 

Layer (1156) (sections 1.16, 1.17) a compact medium brown clay silt subsoil layer 5-20cm 

thick, with chalk inclusions, that was cut by the south edge of ditch [1146] in trench 1F. It 

was overlain by topsoil (1000) and overlay the natural. 

 

Layer (1160) (section numbers 1.24, 1.26) silty red brown sub-soil with flint inclusions, 

subsoil in trench 1H. 

 

Layer (1161) (section numbers 1.26) composed of reddish brown silty sub-soil thinner at 

the southern end of trench 1H (3-5 cm thick) and thicker at northern end (10-15 cm) – most 

probably soil, but just possibly the remains of a bank lying on the northern side of the 

trench. 

 

Layer (1181) a light brown pebbly soil with many flint fragments beneath topsoil in trench 

1J that was cleaned but not excavated. 

 

 


